
































































Studs 
Reviewed by Eamonn Fogarty 

Studs is the story of a disheartened & dejected football 
team. They are at the bottom of the league and frankly, 
sick of being thrashed week after week. Their ltlnery does 
not include trophies, fans, subs or even a manager. When 
we meet them they are about to lose their football ground. 
The players spend more time fighting among themselves 
than playing football. There is little hope left until a 
stranger appears, a man determined to make something 
out of this ragged bunch of misfits. 

Studs was written by Paul Mercier & was first 
produced by Passion Machine in Aprll 1986, in the SFX 

centre, Dublin. You need to be a little patient with the 
early parts of Studs as it developes slowly at first, not 
galnlng momentum until about an hour into the perform­
ance. When it does take off, it really gets going, and the 
second half is really outstanding. This excellent play is 
the story of eleven men presented to us as realistically as 
possible. The language may be a little strong at times, but 
it's a great tale and certainly one worth seeing. 

Studs is presented by Passion Machine in the 
Belltable Arts centre from Monday 14th until Sat 19th 
October. 

Great Mambo Chicken & lhe Transhuman Condition 
Ed Regis 
Reviewed by John Maguire 

Buy this! Skip a lecture tomorrow, run into town and BUY THIS BOOK! In it , 
the greatest ideas ever known to man share a brain with academic stupidity 
and Insanity. Ed Regis has catalogued the history of fln-de-siecle scientific 
hubris. 

It's the story of the decay of science, the perversion of 
thought and the whisper of hope for tomorrow. 30 years 
ago they said man would never walk on the moon, now 
Regis proclaims immortality, travel to another galaxy & 
building an organism from scratch. This book is not 
·specialist Interest", it's the story of thought in the world 
of science. Stuff you'd never see on Tomorows World. 

Reps begins his account with the gruesome story of 
Dora Kent, the origtnal woman who wanted to live forever. 
Her son Saul invented cryonics (Freezing dead bodies and 
restoring them when they find a cure for your last illness). 
Saul invented this process in 1968, Dora died in 1968, 
~ul was arrested for murder in 1968. Fascinating. Sadly 
for Dora, Saul finds it difficult to conduct experiments 
from his cell, so she may well be on ice forever. 

Another side of Eel's immortality epistle asks if we are 
only what we remember? lf\11.'e are, then a computer with 
intelligence and independant memocy may well be a 

person. lf it knows the pleasure of sex. 
beethoven and walnut whips then does it 
truly know pleasure? .The independant 
non-biololgical life-style is discussed at 
length. Crazy. 

Regis concerns himself with the hopes 
and aspirations that have faded. He 
searches through the ashes of science to 
analyse the sparks that remain. The fire 
that flamed when fanned with interest but 
burnt out when forgotten. Regis adores the 
garage scientist. the half-baked one man 
show of head-freezers, robot-lovers & space 
colonisers. He celebrates the gleeful 

. mockery misjudged in the technological 
accelleratlon. The great mambo chicken of 
the title refers to a flock of chickens that 
were kept in a centerfuge at 2.5 g and 

when they emerged they were • para­
gons '!f great strength and endurance.· 

This whole book ls strangely stirring. 
It'll make you want to transfer to 
Engineering, and if any bQok makes you 
do that it's a bible. Read this. 



artsnotes 
The Umerlck Music ANoclation have Just 

outlined the proaramme for their ailver Jubilee 
aeason. which involves aome of the finest clauical 
music to be seen this aide of the pale. This year 
check out the return of the Grieg trio, from Norway 
& the Hungarian Bartok String Quartet. These 
important & lmpre..tve events take place in the 
Jean Monnet Theatre on the let and 24th of 
November respectivly .Seaao n membership for 
atudenta la a meagre £9 . Value for money 

For all of Octobe r we can see th e Kings in Con ­
met ezhlbition in the City centre Gallery in mer ­
chants quay . A1ao in the City gall ery of Art in Pery 
aquare the Juxtapos iti ons ezhlbiti on la on all of 
Oct ober .(Mention : Public Lectures h ere as well 
every Wednesday . Free of charge an d well worth 
che cking out. The 23rd of Oct. brings us ucn·s 
Pa ula Murphy on "What la abstract art ?" .) 

The Conques t of the South Pole by Manfre d 
Karge comes t o the Belltable from the 22nd to the 
31s t of October. Presented by the Island Theatre 
Company. this comes with lightning previews. Put 
this one in your diary. 

"THE COMMITMENTS" 

You ain't seen nothing yet!! At least 
not 1D1tll you've seen this Irish fihn 
by Alan Parker based (as everybody 
knows by now) on the novel by 
Booker shortllsted Roddy Doyle. 

LISA O' GRADY 

COMMITMENT KENNETH M<ClUSlEY 
.wNltlhe 

flTZCERAlD TWIN$ to£ • CEOI Cl ol lM D. 11 IUNNEIS 

1be fihn ls set in Dub llns Northside where a 
young man ( Jimmy Rabbitte) and his band 
attempt to esca pe the harsh reallties of life on the 
dole. He manages to escape for a while, but even 
as success is at his fingertips, reallty in the 
sha pe of pressures lead to some very enter­
taining disputes. By using everyday Dubs, some of whom 

have never acted before, this fihn gives us 
real back-street action. The Commitments 
brings Irish cinema onto the world stage, and 
away from the romantic innocence of Ryan's 

Jimmy manages the commitments, a 
ban d from made up of his old school 
friends.It also includes an older man named 
Joey that is auditioned in Jtmmys back-yard . 

The fihn is witty and serious and some of 
the elder lemons might find the Janguage 
offensive, but it portrays the reallty of 
everyday life. 

. Daughter and the struggle for the Jand in The 
F1eld. This F1lm proves that the Irish F1lm 
industry (although starved of funding) ls not 
subordinate to any other. 
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Campus Olympics 1992 
FORGET BARCEWNAI 

1992 OLYMPICS COME TO U.L. 

Run for Ireland! Jump for the USA! Play Rugby for 
Wales? 

Here'• D!!l chance to take part ln the Olymp lC9 · 
next term'• Campus Olymplca that la. 

This event - meant to be fun rather than seriously 
competitive - is planned for Wed Februaiy 12th (Week 6) 
with the ·sports" In the afternoon and an Awards Disco In 
the Parkway that evening. 

The Overseas Stud ents Society, the Badminton Club 
and th e Rugby Club have already expressed interest an d 
hope th at oth er Clubs and Societies can tak e part too. 

Any students Interes ted In getting involved should get 
In touch with the O.S.S. via the Students ' Union, or their 
own Club or Society. 

f 
i ', 

Equestrian Club 
We provide weekly ezcursiona to Burkea Riding 

School at a c~t of £5 per aesslon for both begln­
nera and advanced. Alao for the more advanced 
there will be opportunltlea to partake ln crou 
country ln Smlthatown at the coat of £7 per ae• 
alon. theae trlpa to Smlthatown may become more 
regular depending on your intereat. Buaea leave the 

Stablea every Wedneaday at 2 pm and return at 5 pm. 

Our A.G.M. will take place on Tue aday 17th Oct at 
7 .. 30 pm. Pleaae check poatera for detaila. All mem­
bera and non-membera welcom e. 

Social Dance Club 
Social Dance Club 
wish to remind 
students and staff, 
memberes and 
prospec tive mem­
bers , that Ballroom 
dancing classes for 
improvers is on 

every Tuesday 
night in EGOlO 
from 8 - 10 p.m. 
Beginners dance as 
usual on Wednes­
days . Watch the 
feet lads !!!!! 



DON REODAN (INSURANCES) LTD. INSURANCE BROKERS & 
FINANdAL CONSULTANTS 

50 O'Connell Street , Limerick, Ireland. Telephone 061-419685 , 061 -4191 77 
Fax 061-414560 

1 

: : PERS@~IE ~ielDENl l:l'J0!1fiJsmRIBJIE : 
i ~E~ sfUoe~ts:ZflE N@\M ~@~ERED ~~DER lffilS !~fl~M : ::: : 

MPENSATI N: 

1. Death: ............................... .... ..................... £5,000 
2. Pennament Total Loss of Sight of one 

or two eyes .... · .................. : .......................... £25,000 
3. Loss of one or two limbs .......................... £25,000 
4 . Pennament Total Disablement (other than 

loss of sight of one or both eyes or loss of 
limb frQm following any gainful occupation 

whatsoever ...•..... : ....................................... £25,000 
5. Medical Expenses 

(in respect of an accident covered under 
the PA Scheme.) ...................................... £5,000 
EXCESS UNDER fflIS SECTION: £50,000 
All other Medical Expenses .. . .... ... .. ........ ..... £500 
EX;CESS UNDER fflIS SECTION: £50,000 

6. University Fees ............................. .. .......... £1,500 
EXCESS OF ONE MONffl UNDER ffllS SECTION. 

APPLICATION FEES ARE EXCWDED. 

EXCLUSIONS: 
(a) Whilst engaged or taking part in Military, Air Force or Naval Service or Operations 

(other than reserve or volunteer training. 
(b) Directly or indirectly caused by or contributed to by intentional self-injwy, disease or 

natural causes, suicide or attempted suicide, provoked assault, fighting, except in bona 
fide self defence or sporting activities) or from lnsured's own criminal act or otherwise 
engaged in civil commotions or riots of any kind. 

(c) Occasioned by or occurtng while he is a state of insanity (temporary or o~erwise). 
(d) Whilst engaged or taking part in aeronautics or aviation other than as a passenger. 
(e) Whilst driving in any kind of motorcycle race or rally or driving in any kind of horse 

race. 
(f) Whilst engaged or taking part in mountaineering or rock climbing (unless supervised b 

guides and experts in this particular field). 
(g) Concequent on war, invasion or civil war except whilst travelling outside the 

United Kingdom and Eire. 

PREMIUM PER STUDENT: £5.00 



Camogie Club 
Ladies, now Is the time to Join nIE club of the college. nowhere else do you have the oppertunlty to meet over three 

hundred fit vtrtle males (unless you pop Into the Jean Monnet during an Engineering Lecture, oh sony, I said Vhilel ah 
well!) 

And if that wasn't enough to entice you to Join we have two trtps to Belfast coming up. plus one to Cork and another 
to Waterford! so you're guarcnteed a chance to see a bit of the world outside of the libraiy ( that's if thoee In authority 
i.e. the S.U. give us a budgetlll ) , 

Our first match is on Wed Week 6 at 3.00 down on the pitch against the lassies from COACT so any support would 
be appreciated (sony lads, we don't change Jerseys after the matchesll) 

Softball Club 
The club where you don't have to compete to get a 

game, you don't have to be sporty, you do have to be 
sober (kind otl). , 

Softball can be described as similar to rounders ~d 
baseball, i.e. you play With a batl It's normally played In 
good weather but you can also play In bad weather!! 

Soon we hope - if the Student's Union gtve us a budget 
and T.C.E. the space to be able to have indoor games. To 
Join the Softball Club contact, Teresa Curtin (Postgrad). 
Willie o· Brien (General Waster oops! Staff) 

From the Clubs Officer 
My name Is Odhran O'Mahony and I am your new 

Clubs Officer for the year. I am a 3rd year public Admin­
istration student. a Kenyman and a member of the 
Football and Racing Clubs but don't hold that against me. 

I am the Clubs representative on the Clubs & Societies 
Council. Anybody With complaints or requests the clubs 
have can inform me aat any time In the canteen, but · the 
best time to catch me Is from 2pm - 3pm every Tuesday 
Just Inside the door of the canteen In "the lounge• 

Messages can be left With Michael Gunn at the S.U. 

An Cumann Gaelach 
Caith SlarE 
·Drink back that pint before the grass begins to seed In 

ttr Ni nach ionadh gurb e an ·p1nt of plain· sa Stablai ata 
i gceist. The bars ar fud na tirthefeicthe agam ach Is mor 
an onooir duinn (sarcastic) aaar fad i U.L. go bhfuil an 
ceann Is mease agatnn anseo. 

Bhuel sin go leor tabhairt amach. Ta Thomond College 
of Education aar neamh anois (God bless herj. Is ta 
leathanach _ iomlan as Gaeilge sa College Prospectus i 
mbliana (iontas na n-tontas). Agus Is soleir go ndeaarna 
daoine airithe ·shaft Job" ceart ar Ed thar an tSamhraidh. 
The stad na Gaeilge laidir agus trcabhadh ar aghaidh 
agus 1 gceann tamaillin bhtg. b'fhetdir go mbeidh an 
•cttOICE" ag gach uile mlc-leinn, an Gaeilge a dheanamh 
mar theanga ·Another Rosary!" 

Sin an meld go foill. Clolslm go bhfuil na Alcoholics sa 
Cumann Gaelach ar ais arts le sesslun ceoil gach olche 
luain i Nancy Blakes agus ta Michael Gunn i mbun 
ranganna damhsa sa Students' Centre gach oiche 
Deardaoln. 

en 

0 
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Outdoor Pursuits 
Last week saw the Initial outing of the U.L. Outdoor Pursuits Club. This club proved to 
be one of the most active clubs in the college last year, and indeed one the most ac­
tive outdoor pursuits clubs In the country. 

This year we are the the gale force winds that hills, rushing rivers, and missed the bus on 
largest club on campus you find blowing around skys that vary in colour Wednesday, and wish to 
with almost 150 mem- the summits of these from black and blue, to, represent the University, 
hers, paid up, card little hills." This is not to red and golden orange). do not despair, contact 
canying members at that say that you need a lot of Admit it, your sold! And if Roy Barton, 1st Mech. 
I Club plans for the year expensive gear to take none of the above interest Eng .. or any member of 
will ensure that we part in outdoor pursuits, you, then it should be the committee, and we will 
become the most active auy equipment required pointed out to you that at try our best to accommo-
in the country. is provided by the club. the bottom of every hill, date you. During the year 

Our initial outing was But be practical folks! It there is a pub. Generally the club will be organising 
on Keeper Hill, in the rains in the mountains, small country bars with a wide range of events , 
county of TI pp. An "easy and boy can it rain! If in only the best in liquid from mountaineering and 
and relaxing little walk" doubt as to what to wear refreshments, but be hillwalking at altitude to 
to break us in after a lazy on an outing Just ask, warned, proprietors expect canoeing and orienteering 
summer spent sitting on usually a list as to what to be entertained with at sealevel, and of course 
swelling bums and should be in your kit will song and dance, fine there are the caving trips 
sipping the proverbial also be given on the examples of both were that we will be involved in 
pint. advertising posters. But provided for Tour's O'our, , (at lease one this term) in 

Any experienced enough, down to convert- a tiny village at the foot of the depths of the earth. 
climber, or walker, will Ing you all to Join our Keeper Hill) only hostelry Also for general interest we 
tell you that the crate cause! last week by the interna- will be inviting a number 
begins early with these Outdoor pursuits is tional delagatlon which of guest speakers through 
affairs, before you get on about being able .to forget took part in the walk. the year. 
the bus actually. "All that the pressure of the Q.CA By the time that this Finally anyone who 
you do is stand back and for a few hours, or a issue of An Focal reaches wishes to Join the club 
watch them come stroll- weekend. It may be about the canteen our second should contact Bryan 
Ing up the road. Blue getting flt in a relaxing event will have taken Rodgers, at AM069 during 
Jeans and Jackets, way, if you wish. It is place, an orienteering office hours, or the 
runners and white socks, about becoming aware of competition to decide who committee. And keep an 
oh and the odd umbrella the enviornment, (very we will send to the na- eye on the club notice 
to keep the torential rain simple to achieve, sur- tional orienteering event in board as to upcoming 
off their little heads, in rounded by green rolling November, however if you events. 

~ 
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For your information 
There are lots of telephone messages coming into the 

S.U. office for you. These are being posted on the S.U . 
notice board in the 

canteen by us. Unfortunately, they are not being 
noticed by you! 

All we ask is for you to pass by the canteen once a day, 
evecy day, and have a look to see if there is a phone 
message or a letter for you and collect them.That's it! 

Thankyoul 
By the way - we are issuing ISIC International Student 

Identity Cards, i.e. USIT cards in the office each day 
between 2pm and 3pm.Total cost £12.50 OSIC card £5.50 
plus Travel Save Stamp £7.00) 

Past Exam Papers 
Copies of past examination papers will be available in 

Week 5 from the S.U. shop and Student Enterprise 
Centre. Your full years (i.e. all terms) papers will be 
available in A4 booklet form and will be priced relative to 
the numbers of pages in them. 

An Oige Membership 
Please note that as and from October 1st. membership 

is charged at half price as it is valid until 31st Januacy, 
1992 only- Senior #3.75 · 

Typing facilities are available in the S.U. Typing Pool 
between 11 and 5pm each day. 

Pool and Snooker Room open daily from l lam-9pm. 

" Did you hear ?" 
- There is a new 

catholic chaplin on 
campus yeh. I believe his 
name is PJ Somers. He 
comes from Portmarnock 
in Dublin. they say he is a 
Salesian priest and gets on 
well with young people. I 
hear he likes all sport 
especially football and 
equestrian sport. I have 
seen him in the Hurlers at 
the talent competition he 
seems alright." 

as a chaplair,J. here early in 
September. rfeel its a 
great privilege for me to be 
around so many young 
people. I am looking 
forward to meeting you 

, all. My office is room 
CMO71, telephone exten­
sion 2180. Call at any 
time. Generally you will 
find me strolling around 
campus. My mission is to 
be there when you need 
me. I hope your term here 
at U.L. is a real adventure. 

LADS! 

UNION EXECUTIVE '91/'92 
The following respectables will be Joining Colm, 

Donal and Billy as members of the Students' Union 
Executive. At time of writing they are in intense training 
for the onerous tasks that will arise over the forthcom­
ing year - the first of which will be the sustained 
dissection of all Clubs & Societies budgets. Congratula­
tions and good luck from An Focal. 
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in Dublin. they say he is a 
Salesian priest and gets on 
well with young people. I 
hear he likes all sport 
especially football and 
~uestrlan sport. I have 
seen hhn in the Hurlers at 
the talent competition he 
seems alright. ~ 

The above is an extract 
from a conversation I 
overheard recently while 
waiting in the line at the 
canteen. Word gets around 
fast. Ithink it was me they 
were talking about, at 
least all the data fits my 
description I started work 

r - - r --· - -·--- -

forward to meeting you 
, all. My office is room 
CM071, telephone exten­
sion 2180. Call at any 
time. Generally you will 
find me strolling around 
campus . My mission is to 
be there when you need 
me. I hope your term here 
at U.L. is a real adventure. 
Be sure to find time to 
study but make extra sure 
to go out and robe and 
meet new frtends. Let your 
mission for first term be to 
make at least one new 
frtend every week. Let your 
light shine for all the world 
to see. 

UNION EXECUTIVE '91/'92 
The following respectables will be Jolnlng Cohn, 

Donal and Billy as members of the Students ' Union 
Executive. At time of writing they are in intense tralnlng 
for the onerous tasks that will arise over the forthcom­
ing year - the first of which will be the sustained 
dissection of all Clubs & Societies budgets. Congratula­
tions and good luck from An Focal. 

Secretary 
Treasurer 
Information 

•welfare 
Equal Rights 
Societies 
Clubs 

Clalre Armstrong 
Ronan O' Beirne 
John Bourke 
Marguerite F1emlng 
Dlarmuld Scully 
Gavin Duffy 
Odhran O'Mahony 
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