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THE USA IS WAITING FOR 

VOID DISAPPOINTMENT - BOOK Tona 

Student And Youth International Travel 
• 1850 - 487 283 • 021 - 279188 
• SAYIT~FREEPOST, 78, GRAND 
PARADt:, CORK. 
• E-Mail: enquiries@sayit.ie 
• Website: www.sayit.ie 
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And the winning poem is -

To shit-house poets when they d ie. 

should be erected in the sky. 

a fitting tribute to their w it. 

a monument of solid shit. 

A Limited number of Jls are still available 



Hi there, 
Just a message to update everyone on 
Clubs & Societies goings on so far in 
Semester Two. 
At the first C&S Council Meeting of this 
semester which took place on Tuesday 
16th-feb in the Schumann only 40 of the 
70 plus C&S were represented, with apolo­
gies from three. To those that did not 
attend or give reasons for non-attendance 
you will only have yourself to blame when 
your budgets start to diminish next 
year.Attendances have been strictly 
recorded this year and will be adhered to 
in terms of rewarding those who make the 
effort for C&S on the whole. 
Despite this the support was positive in 
terms of the proposed Structural Reform 
and will be discussed further on Saturday 
27th of Feb in the Jean Monnet and 
attendance is compulsory on all 
C&S(10.00am start). The proposed EGM 
will take place in Week Five to ratify the 
proposals which if quorate(as anticipated) 
will be binding on all Clubs & Societies 
whether you choose to be involved or not. 
On a seperate issue I would actively 
encourage any and all Clubs and Societies 
to get involved with the Limerick 
Education Initiative as discussed by Tara 

CORRECTIO me Cabe (Deputy Pres,den / elfare 
Officer) at the C&S Council Meeting. To 
recap this 1s an 1nrt1at1ve backed byDr 
Roger Downer where C&S are asked to 
help disadvantaged schools in the area 
once every three weeks( 1-2hrs) for the 
Second Semester, in return the C&S indi­
viduals will receive a certificate of recog­
nition from UL President Dr. Roger 
Downer and in addition Mr Pat O Connor 
will arrange for Junior Rotary Membership 
for all who participate.I would appeal to all 
C&S Committee members to get organised 
and arrange for some coaching or whatev­
er it is that you do under the guise of 
Clubs & Societies for those less fortunate 
than you.This is an extremely worthwhile 
cause and for many of the sporting organ­
isations whose seasons are effectively 
over I would hope that you could organise 
some coaching on the fields or in the gym 
during this time . Already the Basketball 
Club,Athletics Club and the Aikido Club 
have all expressed a willingness to partici­
pate.Please take time out to consider this 
opportunity to give something back to the 
community of Limerick. Address all 
enquiries to Tara on Ext. 2519 or leave a 
message with myself or the SU main 
reception (EXTN 2324). 

The Clubs Soc,e 1e.s Be 
on Tuesday 20th April a 
the 13th as pre.v,ous 
venue. is to be confirmed 
than likely the Lime.rick I 
to increase the pre.st,ge 
amongst all C&S to make ,t an an 
worth getting involved in b 
be done with the mvolveme • o· 
For those who would like to re , ,. 
bers or commitee members yo c--e e .. ,_ 

tied to use part of your budge o s b­
sidise this event as needs be. Eve 
welcome and the. more the mer ·e .... 

Finally congradulations to the 
stalwarts Colin Byrne & Anou eli 
the recent birth of their daug e _oren 
from all invoved in the Clubs & So ,e ies 
Office ( all that to-ing and fr -1 "i a\ly 
paid off!II) 
Congradulations also to r & rs Bob 
Struntz of the Sub- Aqua Cl n heir 
recent marriage.Best ishe.s for the 
future. 
Paul Lee. 
Clubs & Societies Development Officer. 
Paul.lee@ul.ie 
Tel. 202832 
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University of Limerick Picos Caving Expedition 1998 

from July 18th to ~u~st 7th, 10 cavers from the University of Limerick travelled to the Picos 
de Europa Mountams m the orth of Spain. The Picos mountains attract cavers from through­
out Europe ~ue to their out:tanding ~eauty both above and below ground. For many of the 
!!Toup the tnp served as an introduction to expedition caving at the same time as furthering 
~aluable skills for future exploration. 
The first week was spent in an area c~lled ~antabria where the group explored surveyed caves 
around the to:"'ll of Ramales de V1ctona. Despite many hours spent searching for cave 
entrances, a ,v1d~ r~nge o~ systems were explored. Perhaps the highlights of the first week 
•were the cave paintings discovered in Cueva de Ramales de la Victoria and the impressive 
cave entrance to Cueva Mur. The sheer scale of the entrance, clearly visible from miles around, 
contrasts sharply v.rith cave systems in Ireland where entrances are usually on a smaller scale 
and concealed by vegetation. The group had the good fortune of meeting, Jose Antonio 
Rodrigues, an experienced local caver, who guided through some of the more challenging 
caves and impressed all with his confidence and relaxed mariner. 
Travelling over to the Picos mountains in the second week, the group teamed up with Oxford 
University Cavirlg Club (OUCC) who have had a well established reputation of exploration 
there since the 1970's. Base camp was at an area called Los Lagos, popular with tourists, and 
therefore most activity took place at the main camp at Vega Ario, a plateau at 1500 metres. 
Views were spectacular especially in the evenings as the camp was above cloud level. The 
main objective of the Oxford expedition was in extending a cave called Pozu Jultayu, which 
has been surveyed to a depth of 810 metres. Pushing this cave involves teams descending for 
approx. 4 to 5 days and campin? at a ledge above a ~tre~~ay at a_pprox. 800 metres._As space 
is limited to 6 pits or beds a high degree of orgarusation 1s requrred so that there IS always 
enough equipment and food for cavers digg~g at the e~tremities o~ the cave. . 

Paul Lee. 

Clubs &. Soc1et1es Development Off 1cer 
Paul.\ee@ul.,e 
Tel. 202832 

Mike O'Connell's 
Dress Hire 

~ 
Student Discount 
Dress Suits £12 For the Irish cavers, this was a rare opportunity to expenence campmg underground and cav­

ing at depth and to observe and learn from a superbly coor~at~d expe~tio~. Much e~~eri­
ence was gained which will prove invaluable for future Uruvers1ty of Lrmenck Expeditions. 
Sincere thanks are due to the OUCC and the group's sponsors who included Dr. Edward 
Walsh, former president of the University of Limerick, _The Stables Club, ~e Studentsi Unio~, 
O'Mahony's Bookshop, The Paddocks, Usit, Campbellis, Dunnes Stores, River Deep Mountam 

High, Spectra and the Speleological Union of Ireland. 

9 Catherine Street, 
Limerick. 

Tel. 061 412 091 
Open Mon. • Sat. 
9 .OOam · 5 .00pm 
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WATERPOLO INTERVARSITIES Kayak Club -

- BALLINA On the first weekend of the ' \,eek 
(Seamus O'Connor&Adrlan Cosgrove) break(Jan29th-30th) a group of dedicaed pad-
A convoy of cars left Limerick on Saturday 13th dlers all met in the town of Bundoran in soulh 
February at the unnatural time of 7.00am. Our Donegal to do some kayak surfing & to celebrate 
destination was Ballina. The draw was not the end of the exams once again. 
favourable to the mens team with the first match The weekend began on a Friday when a fev, 
against the hosts NUIG. Home crowd decisions brave souls went on the water to try their hat at 
were in evidence but despite this UL took a 1-0 Kayak surfing. It was quite difficult for all 
leod. Numerouschoncesfellourwoywhichwere involved as some waves were quite large(lO feet 
not capitalised on. This proved costly as NUIG won 
3 - 1. The mens team now set their sights on win- approx) but by the end all got on well, Even one 
ning the "plate" competition. The final of the local paddler was shown how it was done b)' some 
"plate" saw UL_ face <:>Id rivals ucc. The game was of UL's best: _ Pub where all paddlers met and had a 
hard and physical with UL showing the benefits of : It was then into the warm shower & straight to the d ve are led to believe, ju ta [eo. 
numerous training session and having a big : few Jars. Surprisingly enough no scandal was create or so \ 
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squad. We_eventuallywon 2 - 0. ' people got a little incoherent. hich has a mile long sand 
The UL ladies team, weakened by defections to Next day all paddlers went to the little town of Rosnow\agh w d d all h • 
foreign lands (no thanks to Oisin and Seamus M), beach. The setting was beautiful but the surf was not as good as ~vas nee e so "e ead­
were drawn against a fancied team. They lostthe ed back to Bundoran beach. The whole evening was spent surfing even though the_re \\as 
ga~e and now also turned to the "plate". In the 20_25 peo le on the water fi htin for a place on the perfect wave. These compnsed o[ 
semi-final they also faced UCC. The game had it K k ~ f 8 d 8 ~ l h 1 e surf-ski No major brawls occured ,,as ome 
all - goalmouth action, missed penalty (Sarah!), ' aya ers, ur ers, o y-. o~r. ers .~ e on . 
hitting of the post on numerous times sending- ' person was saved by their Big Boat . . f 11 
offs (Coit!). The game proved to be the ~ost excit- l The next event was the pub crawl of Bundoran which com?nsed O some unusua . , ~e'--U-

threw 
man'~ 
tte th 
with 
rigtr 
Ean 

ing for the large number of spectators. UL even- : ally explicit names(cannot name for publicity reasons)_ which had ~ery easy to d .. nnk. beer 
tually won with a late, late goal. The "plate" final : for most people.We were entertained for a couple of dnnks by Mel The Gambler ,-.ho'" 
wasagainstMaynooth. Tirednesshadsetinatthis : bursting to break out in song but was prevented numerous times by the. guy ,,ho ,-.as 
stage and the the girls were overpowered 4-0. : being paid to entertain us all. Many new & old aquaintances were made, with some more 
With the competition out of the way the serious intimate than others, lets just say Homefield Hostel had a few more guest sta) ing the 
side or the weekend -socializing- was upon us. night than it had 4 hours before. All that can be said is that a late night was had b) all. 
The Do~n Hills Hotel provided the setting for the Next dat the sun was shining & the surf was pumping. We were all up bright & earl, for a 
ga!her,~51 of the finest athletes from the kayak surf competition organised by the CANI and kicked off @ 11 :00 am.The competition 
Umvers,ties of Ireland. Heads were turned by the had 30 compeditors & to k 1 . T 11 S d Th e was changed to Bundoran 
UL table (Fergals Shirt revealing). Our treasurer 
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. Pac~ m u an tran_ · e venu . 
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. t b t «· t k b f eac 2.00pm due the fnghtenmgly huge wavesm Tullan Some people would ha\e hked 
ourse wen a ou ge mg o now mem ers o . · . . . 

the other mens team on a personal basis!!. t? ~tay watchi1:g every paddler getting hammered but safety comes first. The competmon 
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The treasurer tried to have an emergency meet- finished u~ with The world No.2 strutting his stuff on the 12 feet , ave of Bundoran 
ing with our club chairperson but the outcome is ' Strand, a sight that had onlookers in awe. 
not known! (We believe you Ozzie). That finished up that weekend & all paddlers went home tired & exhau ted wondering 
Dancing lessons were given by a member of the when the next trip away is. 
ladies team to a member of the mens team, but OUR NEXT TRIP AWAY IS TO THE INTERV ARSITIES IN CORK@ THEE D OF WEEK 2. SEE OTICE­
thepart-time lifeguardsoffers of A.R wereturned BOARD FOR DETAILS (Hope to see ye all there). 
down. 
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Dancing lessons were given by a member of the : when the next trip away is. RK@ THE fa D OF ~ /'EE.K 2. Sf:.E • OTlCE- to cY 
ladies team to a member of the mens team, but : OUR NEXT TRIP AWAY IS TO THE INTERVARSITTES IN CO estin! 
thepart-timelifeguardsoffersofA.Rwereturned l BOARD FOR DFfAILS (Hope to see ye all there). .t,USi down , _____________ _ 

---~----VOLLEYBALL-(DRIN-~ING)-VARSITIES-;99--------------------T:E~F:L. ~':v. 
During the holidays UL men's volleyball team (plus a few dedicated female drinkers) descend- Teaching English as a Foreign Languaie "

nd 

ed upon Belfast for the 1999 Volleyball Varsities hosted by UUJ. The lads (Brendan, Declan, w· 
Gerry, Ciaran, Mike, Dave and J.P) put up a good show against tough opposition on the first PREMRE FOR SI/MM.ER /-ctJ:(}P JOBS ltOWU! qui 
day. A combination of a lete first night, an excess of alcohol, a barefoot stroll through Belfast "-...!:!::!!::~~.;.;:;;;;;.~-----------:, he i 
and (of course!) excellent opposition meant UL lost to DCU (Plate winners) and Sligo IT (Cup Foundation Certi.icate Coar. 'C Th 
finalists) by two sets to none. 

'Rqisttation Much 51h 7 .~o p.m. · I pm. 
· l'lnt Lccfun:. Matcu 5th S. iun · 9 .4.S '1 

Limerick. Education Centtc 
. J>auwar Home 

Dublln'R.oad 

Day two saw a dramatic improvement in play with UL beating both UCC and Carlow IT 2 · 0 
and advancing to the plate semi-final. .even though the supporters club had been seriously 
depleted due to the previous nights excesses - we were high in spirit ... but it was vodka I 
think!!. On Thursday while J. P strutted his stuff on the dance floor, Dave had mysteriously 
abducted by an older woman (and I don't mean Gerry!) and Norah fell asleep standing up 
without spilling a drop of her pint (Thanks Fi!) - who ever said volleyball wasn't exciting???!!!. 
Even the alcoholic supporters made it to UUJ on Saturday to watch the semi-finals, where the 
boys made a brave attempt against Trinity, a team of National League players who are well 
used to playing high standards of volleyball. Tall Mike was missed (cos' hey Mickey, you're so 
fine ... ) but each set was closely contested and the final score was Trinity - 2, UL - 0. Best 
hitter goes to Ciaran who (despite his bandy knees) ws invaluable in holding the team togeth­
er. Best setter - to Brendan, who has a lovely touch, doesn't mind getting to the ground and 
wears colourful socks on the court - sexy!. Best legs has to go to Gerry 'cos I know I'd be + AVVANCEV 100 HOUR COURSE AVAllABtE 

proud of them!! ♦ FOUNTMnON COURSE HOURS AND ms 
So congrats lads - ye all deserve a pint, but I won't be buying them!. Thanks to Toni, Fiona CRE1)(1El) 
and Siobhan, the loyal, sober supporters who proved there's life in the womens club yet - we'll 
get them next year ... Looking forward to the upcoming mixed tournament in Galway - who 
knows, maybe we'll win this one, or if not, we'll get pissed!. 
Norah Nelson, Club sec 
Current Training Times (watch this space): 
Tuesday: beginners@ 7.30pm - 8.30pm : men and women@ 8.30pm - 10.30pm. 

' I 

Phoenix ABC T.E.F.L. .JI!: 
Limerick Office: 061-362011 (9a.m .-6p.m.) 

Dublin Office: 01-820 8462 (until 10.00 p .m.) 
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The enviro, ndm!:~. socE,iety hav~ put together a leaflet for UL stu­
dents ea/ e uc:.1..1.mg arth Fnendly'"' It FeaturPs t· · t · '' ICC 1ps on ways to 
treat the env,ronmen better when shopping ,·n th h . . ., e ome., ,n the 
university plus some transport and recycling tips Somo of th . ·th · • · ICC e issues 
are dealt w1 m more d~atl on ~he back of the leaflet It is printed 
on recycled paper and will be delivered to all houses in Elm p k 

rt K
.
1 

. ar and 
college cou I murray Village and Plassey. 
The highlight o( last sem_ester was the visit of Eanna Dowling to the 
college. £anna 1s a full time activist with Earthwatch add is Fam 

. th ''S W:.t'-' I' ous for defacmg e mu,, 1 School of Genetic Engineering in Trinity 
with a "say no to GMO"'s-'-' slogan. The presiding Judge in his case 
threw the ~ase out of c~urt saying that he admired this young 
man's keepmg up of the time honoured tradition of protest. Maybe 
he thought that the rest of us are letting the powers that be away 
with far too much. Anyway not bad in a world where corporate 
rightS are increasingly taking precedence over citizens rights. 

room in their cars can save money and get company by leaving their 
phone number and destination on a noticeboara ,n the college. The 
highlight of the semester should be green week. We plan a green fair 
plus talks Er debates with Limerick County Council on recyding ini­
tiatives e.g. community composting, transport issues plus other less 
well known issues such as f1uoriaation in the water supply. 
Anyone with other issues is welcome to write to the e-mail aaaress 
below or come to our meetings at 7:30pm on Mondays in the main 
canteen. We find the Internet an excellent source of information. 
For information on corporate issues go to http:ffwww.essential.org 
This is a site run by two guys who have a serious problem with their 
countrys treatment of other peoples ana countries. They use the GIS 
to keep their information up to date. The site below has finJcs to a 
wide range of general environmental issues and groups. 
www.oneworia.org 

Eanna spoke on the current state of affairs with Genetic engineer­
ing and transport. Things were progressing smoothly until a mem­
ber of the audience who turned out to be doing a PhD on "Genetic 
Engineering., Consumer reaction to it and consequential government 
action" started correcting Eanna on some of his points. Debate 
ensued with the forces of evil ..... only joking! At least there was 
aebate and not the usual round of back slapping that takes place 
at most political gatherings. The main thread of Eannas argument 
was that genetic engineering was an unnecessary experiment with 
humanity being promoted by corporate interests for their own prof­
it while the graduate thought it was an exact science with possible 
benefits for a wider field then just food. 

A recurring question one hears is "What can I do for the envi­
ronment?-'-' ana "What difference can I maker'. It also happens that 
from time to time people suaaenty become aware of themserves and 
the way in which they ana everyone else is impactin9 on the envi­
ronment. This new fauna awareness can quickly leaa to disillusion-
ment when one realises the enormity of the task. It is true that we 
can't change everything. Only Bill Clinton et al have the power to 
make the real aecisions at the moment. That still leaves the ques­
tion ~'What can I ao?". Well possibly the best thing each ana every­
one of us can ao is change our way of thinking ana our attitude to 
this planet. To ao this one has to examine the consequences of our 
actions. All our actions and how they effect ourselves, the planet 
ana future generations. If we ao this savi119 ana cleaning the plan­
et will come naturally. This ana just one other thing - eat Brazil 
Nuts. The more Brazil Nuts that are eaten the more BraziJ Nut trees 
will be le~ standing! 

The transport issues focused on the need for people to avoid unnec­
essary car journeys and to car pool and to encourage more people 

to cycle as it is fun anti it saves money and it gets you fit. An inter­
le_Hna '2vPlnn»u?. wllic_h_Ea_r.thwatch has beg_un is to encourage 

Contact:9807055@student.ul.ie or nancyJ.serrano@ul.ie 

INTERESTED I.N WORKING I.N ,HE 
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hUtnanitY JJemg promoted by c~rporate interests for their own prof­
't while the graduate thought it was an exact science with possible 
~enefits for a ~ider field then just food. 
(he transport issues focused on the need for people to avoia unnec­
essarY car !o~rneys and _to car pool and to encourage more people 
to cycle as it 1s fun and _it saves money and it gets you fit. An inter­
esting development which Earthwatch has begun is to encourage 

11usiness's to manage their employees own transport. It is shifting 
the onus away from the county council to the companies them­
selves. If business and technology can come up with new products 
and services all the time why shouldn't they be able too come up 
with solutions to the traffic congestion problems. While we did not 
nuite reach our target of 500 in attendance there was some good 
heads there we would like to thank them for coming. 

Contaet:9807055@stuaent.ul.ie or nancy.l.serrano@ul.ie 

This semester we will be trying to do something about the excessive 
use of disposable cups Er cutlery in the college. we are also attempt­
ing to find a spot for a transport board where people with spare 

'rhen..1e Nou.f as Qu.eec ae F'olk 
To the Senate and People of UL, greetings from the LGB Soc., in case you 
have forgotten this does not stand for "Ladies and Gents Basketball" as some 
shocked mucker thought last year. Oh no for 'tis a far more wondrous thing 
_ the gay society. Anyway following the much more liberated and less fas-
cist views of the typical UL student 
this year I am happy to announce that meetings will recommence in SG015 
on Wednesdays at 8pm. Since so many of you lot have been gone away for 
so long it seems only fair to warn you that Limerick has changed a lot in the 
past 9 months or so - Limerick is now the gay capital of the west! 
Marvellous isn't it! (don't you just love Graham Norton). 
Anyway there is a truly fabu]ous gay bar in town where even the GAA are 
welcome, (we don't expect the favour returned), and one of our sources, 
Denice (formerly Denis) tells me that Bubblicious is open on Saturday as 

well as Sunday nights. 
So come one come all on Wednesday night, but if you aren't sure just write 

to us at heaven_ul@hotmail.com and we will sort you out. 

INTERESTED IN WORKING IN THE 

USA 
THIS SUMMER??? 

j -1 VJ:SAS STILL AV AD-ABLE 
With 

CAMP COUNCELORS USA 
AND 

WORK EXPERIENCE USA 

1Nl•O STAND & MEETlNG 
at UNIVERSITY OF LIMERICK 

WHEN: Tuesday 23rd Feruary 
llam-INFO STAND IN MAIN CA.'-'i'EE~ 

6pm-MEETING lN C-1058 
All interested persons welcome. A representathe V\il\ be on hand 

to anwscr any question...-. you hnve about our prQ'&ram...-. or J-1 \i-.n~. 

For more information contact the Students Union, Care-ers Office 
or CCUSA/WEUSA, 26 Eusla~ SL, Temple Bar, D 2 

Phone: (01)679 373S Emnil! 7Sl73.233@compuserve.com 
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Fitzgibbon Cup Campaig~ 1998/99--~ 
for another year. Every team need!> b o 

That's semester one over!! And what a tenn ,t was. It's hard to beheve that the F1tzgibb00 lS over l ss down ,n Buttevant agatns· Coe 
something we didn't have this year. The senior campaign was an eventful one. It all started Wl

th a hod s a few weeks tater.• r 
remember the session after?? Would what happened then happen now?? I don't think so. Tra\ee ambus ell n only began after Tra ee S 
display in the Fitzgibbon against UCC, they were, and are a fine team. And Jack was back. But the re:VliUS behav1our (he has o o.o 
ominous that we had a problem. Was 1t lack of interest, bad management, the weather scheming or;; s asked for. Was 1t nght or wron<s 1 

that were leading to low morale m the camp? A meeting of players sorted everything out. A change a 
to you to decide. . ther as a team. A coup e ~ 
Ger and the lads took over for a while. We had a morale boosting draw over UCC and our flrst mght out t~ge t Mary I before Chnstmas, a VlC. 

drank, a few songs sang in the lodge and a spirit began to develop. That day was the turmng point. We ea asked back. He brou<s 
last. After about two weeks of meetings and discussions and phone calls and more meetmgs, C1aran O Loughhn was 
with him. Ger gave us a shock. He was the key, invaluable. He was going no-where. . l hurling. Tolrty three ets 
The law was laid down to everyone. You're in or out. Everyone was in. In the wind and the ram it was hurling. hu~ng, ctories were ac ec 
attended training on Dec. 28th and 29th, the same on January 2nd . There is something special about these men. o~e ~\ h rbng. Lahmc O ·erea 
Galway and Athenry. A team was taking shape. The spirit was rising. Then the exams. Three weeks of hell a nd very \tt e u h d a team la a 
breather, a break. The nights in the Spinaker and McGanns will live long in the memory. This has to be an annual event. Now we a · ynoo 
were brushed aside. d 
Templemore. Six points down, ten minutes to go. These great men restored pride in the jersey by fordng extra t,me. An_ ep,c game, har 
fair. Extra time taught us that in hurling you have to take your chances. Devastation ensued. However, heads were held high. We fought t e a: • 
the law won. No recriminations, no one's fault. We discussed the game at length on the way home. We found one common denommator. d 
wides. There were no hurling goalposts available in UL for the two weeks leading up to the game. No goalposts for the GAA. Damn that ran. 
remember McDaids for a while too. Songs of lore and legend. Our spirit had peaked. We were out. 34 great men. Parad,se lo5t. 
That was the first semester. The second, I promise you, will be better!! 
Thanks to John Lenihan and Lenmac. To Murphy's Brewery, the Lodge. Thanks Ciaran and ____ S_U-MMER JOB QPPORT~,. Ii£ 
Cormac. Good man Michael Kelly. The grounds men are excellent, even if we forgot the 
"water". Thanks to our supporters. And to Ger Cunningham for keeping the ship afloat, 
even if the canoes did sink, for his time on the pitches, the diving pool, the gym etc. , 
etc., .. sound man 

KILMURRAY \ilLL \.GE 
& 

PLASSEY VILLAGE 

.. 

I said in week three that when it's all over, we will look back with pride, that we will 
have earned respect. We have. Thanks lads. HOUSE KEEPING Sl:PER ·1 OR 
Freshers 
The Freshers were surprisingly beaten in their semi-final against Galway IT. The score 
was 1-8 to 1-5. This was a disappointing defeat given the effort that the team and train­
ers had put in. However this is a talented team, with no less than five making this years 
Fitzgibbon. I'm sure this group will bring a long overdue cup to UL in the years to come. 
Meeting 
Hurling Club meeting in the Sports Canteen on Thursday Week 2 at 6.00pm. 
Karl Quinn 

A - .___.!.ll..ll. I •• ft 

HOUSE ASSISTAl TT 
RECEPTIO 1ST 

APPLY TO PHIL GAY OR 
KILMURRAY VILLAGE 

TEL. 335709 



mm Good man Mtchacl Kelly. The grounds men are excellent, even 1f we forgot the 
• .:lCt , .. Th,mks to our supporters. And to Ger Cunningham for keepmg the sh p afloat 

t n 1f the canoes did sink, for his time on the pitches, the diving pool, the gym e c. 
et ., .. sound man 
I said ,n week three that when it's all over, we will look back ,.,nth pride, that we will 
have earned respect. We have. Thanks lads. 
Freshers 
~he Freshers were surprisingly beaten in their semi-final against Galway IT. The score 
was 1-8 to 1-5. This was a disappointing defeat given the effort that the team and tram­
ers had put in. How ever this fs a talented team, w ith no less than five making this years 
F1 tzg1bbon. I'm sure this group w ill bnng a long overdue cup to UL in the years to come. 
Meeting 
Hurling Club meet ing in t he Spor t s Canteen on Thursday Week 2 at 6.00pm. 
Karl Quinn 

An Indifferent season for Ladies Soccer. 
The ladies soccer t eam played the last of their three league matches dur­
ing the three weeks off. The first match was away to Colaiste Ide from 
Dublin. This match was scheduled for the Sunday but had to be postponed 
until the follow,ng Thursday because of a unplayable pitch. The mid week 
fixture was not favorable for UL. However even with a team of ten for 
most of the match UL still managed to score 5 goals. The scoarers for 
UL were Niamh Mclaughin , Catherine Burke, Rebecca Rush, Siobhan 
Stenson and Sylvia Gee. UL were by far the better team and this showed 
in the final score of 5 -0. 
The following Sunday UL again traveled to Dublin to play UCO. UL 
played well against their rivals but they were beaten by a 3-1 score line. 
The final score did not reflect the UL performance and the team knew 
thatthey should have at /east got a draw from the fixture. The final game 
of the league was once again in Dublin against □CU. UL traveled up with 
a almost full squad. The game was very tough with both teams giving it 
their all. It was a single goal scored by ULs Sylvia Gee that was the dif­
ference between the two teams at the end of the ninety minutes. This 
result left UL in the lower half of the league table. Congratulations to 
Waterford IT who won the premier league title after a close battle with 
Tralee IT. The next task for the UL team is to play Sligo IT in relegation 
playoffs early in March. After that the team will be going to the 
lntervarsities with the intention of retaining the title that they won last 
year. 
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CELTIC HARMk~~!cr.)fortheBb 
Tbe u inter break obi,iously u or ' d lts ., 

• 1 -es aYI r su o as a string of outscandmg P0 rJormm (.,; 
confirmed tbat the 11unger for ~uccess at ParacI1s 1s a 
strong as ever Be zt m league ac.non or cup Jar c. ev 1) 

knows w ho the form team are. From tfJe calm em co 
posed Jonathan Gould m goals. through tbo ever zmpr 
siue Moraucik, up to tbe raw brilliance of Lars~on. tbz~ .)ld 

would surprise no-one if the League and Cup tropl 
were resting at Celtic Park. come tbe end of t1:Je season 
Central to this present show of form has been tbe remouaJ 
of many off the field problems The attempted tak.eoverh 
died down, Marko Viduk.a is in full training and reach 
enter the fray and Mark Burcbill has signed a contract r 
protect his future at tbe club Add to this tbe rel'1val OJ 
Harald Bratbaak up front, tbe partnersb1p bent e n 
Henrik. and Lubo and the meanest defence around a d 
you have some combznation On tbe borne front the ne. t 
Supporters Club trip will be to tbe Dundee Utd Garn on 
tbe 27th of this m ontb. Places are still available for tb 
trip whicb includes a stay-over in Glasgou. after tbe 
match. Contact anyc ommittee m ember tbrougi the 
pigeon bole in tbe Clubs and Socs Office. or b) callmg 
088-2732565. Non members welcome. 
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whathappenedwhenyouworkedab . 
@@@ roadthisyear? 

Igotl.ostatthe . 
Af t er aweek,Igotafle::rport 

Iworkedinasweat-sh~nfestedroom 
Icouldn ' t • . Pfactory 

mORhthel.ocals 

©©© 
rwas m e tbyl.ocal.satthe . 

b airport and 
rought to a party 

M y fl.atwasorganisedf . or me 
I worked in a 1. ea ding f · . . J.rm,inaJob 

relevant to my degree 
Ima d e l.otsofnewfriends 

THE DIFFERENCE: 

AnAIESECTraineeship 
Intere s ted?: 

Meeting : RoomCG0 5 9 Wednesday's 6 . JOpm 

contact: Aideen 

Patricia 

Ciara 

985664l @student .ul.ie 
985664l@student.ul.ie 
9847057@student.ul.ie 
9847057@student.ul.ie 
9839348@student.ul.ie 

So-.oshr Two Woot lwo "P 

Con Colbert UL Fianna Fai\ 
\ Our aim for the first semester was to expand our member...,h,p and to 

increase the Cumann's profile around the campus. In order to achie'ie 
this we held an information stand in the canteen during Sot;L v.eek. The 
highlight of our SoUL week activities was the visit of Dr. Mart.in 
Mansergh special advisor to an Taoiseach Bertie Ahern and the hot 
whiskey reception which followed. Dr. Mansergh's visit v. as a great . uc­
cess with a large turn out even though it was a Thursda:~ night. The 

1 
whiskey night was a memorable occasion. We hope to make ,t into an 
annual event. A trip the Ard Fheis in the RDS on the 2 l st O'iember v.a.." 
also arranged and a number of our member travelled up to thi. e" ent 
together. To round the year off on a high note we held a Chnstma part'j 
in O' Riardas pub on the 15th of December. 
Next semester promises to be even better with man~ more acti-..:itie 
planned. We will be vi iting the Dail on Wednesday of '\Vee\-. 3. '\\here 
Willie O'Dea T.D . minister for y0uth affairs will be available to meet u -. 
After our tour of the D ail we will join up with the Kevin BaIT) Cumann 
of UCD for a humorous debate and a social evening . Thi - hould be a. 
great day out so we hope that a large crowd '\Vil\ go wit u ·. Ttc\-.e~ are 
only £6 for the day and will be available at our stand in the canteen on 
Societies day (Wednesday week 2) or from any committee member alter­
natively feel free to e-mail 97S0746@student.ul.ie. A.l o planned for the 
semester is a celebrity debate here in UL with man~ high profi.\e po\iti­
cal figures taking part. We al so hope to invite the candidate for \he forth­
coming Europe elections to address the Cumann in the near future. 
Any new members wishing to join the Cumann hould , i it our tand on 
Wednesday of week 2 in the canteen or come along to our ne~t meetin2. ..... .... 
which will be held at 6 o ' clock on Tuesday of week?. in A\055. 

Socialist Party's Football Charter 
There is a mjs-percep tion among many "students of life" that the socialists 

party's interests do not exte nd beyond the politics of class conflict. In a bid 

to counter this myth the Ul branch of the socialist party will endeavour in 

We would like to wish everyone who has gone on co-op the be t of \uck 

and also to welcome back those members who h ave returned ftom co-op . 
Denis Duggan 
Chairperson 

this and up coming copies of an Focal tohlghlight the all encom 



Patricia 

Ciara 

socialist Party's Football C 
l "e is a mis-perception among many "stud barter y1e, d ents of r~ " th arry's interest o not extend beyond the r . I e at the socialists 

p counter thi myth the U l branch of the spoo _1til~s of class conflict. In a bid 
ro . . c1a 1st part -11 . ,, ,1d up conung copies of an Focal toh· hl" Y wi endeavour in th1S .... . 1g 1ght th 11 

ralit)' of our philosophy. In an eight parts . ea encompassing and 
ro .. nce on a myraid of i sues ranoino f:rom enes_ we hope to account out 
c..... b b genetic d"fi d cance ~:m the parti:ier hip for p~ace. mo 1 ie foods to our 

In this 1 sue we wish to delve m a rudimentar . 
er Q"fo,,ving industry of footbal l We \"ould Y sense mto our stance on the 

ev = ~ . . · 'V urge dialog h · . d and would smcerely mvite all tho . ue on t e topic out-
Jme . se mterested to invite our weekly 
rneeung • 

So~alist Party' Football charter 
Standing area to be re-introduced at all ground 

Bond chemes to be crapped and replaced by proper dem . b ocrat1c mem er­
hip cl1eme 

Ground improYements to be canied out in every tadium to make every 
ground afe and comfortbale. The nece ary money to come from the return 
of tax revenue f~om foot~all and the profit from the pools.(pool companies 
hould be taken mto public 0\\nership) 

Admi. ion price to be reduced, the price to be decided by the fans, with 
minimal charge for under J 1 . half price for 11 - 18 yr old, OAPs and the 
unemplo) ed. Same price for a"' ay fans. 

Stop fasci t5 from distributmg or selling literature outside or in ide grounds. 
Full facilities for di abled fan at aJJ grounds. 
Free creche facil1tie for all children whose parents require it. 

semester is a celebrity debate here in UL with many high profl\e politi­
cal figures taking part. We also hope to invite the candidate~ for the forth­
coming Europe elections to address the Cumann in the near future. 
Any new members wishing to join the Cumann should visit our stand on 
Wednesday of week 2 in the canteen or come along to our next meeting 
which will be held at 6 o'clock on Tuesday of week 2 in AlQSS. 
We would like to wish everyone who has gone on co-op the best of \uck 
and also to welcome back those members who have returned from co-op. 
Denis Duggan 
Chairperson 

U.L Sinn Fein Society 
Sean Sabhat Cum.ann 

--

Welcome back to all our members, hope you enjoyed the three week 
break. The Sean Sabhat cumann has plenty of events and trips planned 
for the coming semester and we hope you continue to give the same sup-
port as you did in the previous semester. 
On the 26th of March we will be travelling to Belfast, where we wi\\ tour 
the city and visit the murals, cemeteries, and other places of interest to 
republicans. That night there will be a session in Felonis pub, before get-
ting up bright and early the next day to visit Portadown and the 
Garvaghy road residents. Finally on Monday the 29th we wi\\ attend an 
open sitting of the Northern assembly and tour the Stormont building, 
before heading back to Limerick. This trip is open to anyone interested 
in travelling, you do not have to be a member of U .L.S.F, simp\)' call 
along to the Sinn Fein stand in the canteen next Wednesda)' the 24th. 

Pro'.ide decent facilities for all fan~, to maximise enjoyment with particular 
arrention paid to improving the inadequate facilities that exist for women. 

Club~ to be taken out of the control of big business and to be broughtunder 

the democratic. elected control of fans, players, c lub staff and locally elected 

We hope to have Martin Ferris (SF European candidate for Munster) in 
the university for a debate with the other candidates. We also intend to 
have a resident of the Garvaghy road come to U .L for a pub\ic meeting. 
There are more trips and meetings being planned so keep an eye out for 
posters\ For anyone interested in _pining Sinn Fein you can contact an)' of t 
he committee through the clubs and societies office in the sports 

building, or call along to our stand in the canteen on Wedne da)' week 2. 
Tiocfaidh -a- La gO\ernment. 

Deme Genosse. On behalf of U .L Sinn Fein \ Sero Sabhat Cumann 
Muiris O Sullivan, P.R.O 
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7/te ~a4t '1(/~d, Alt FoUAI s,,..,,,u Jwo _ w,,4, 7wo J>e,• Sixt~ 

$ffej{?@(fj@J {k/)]@ ~@lf@JaaQ 
Welcome to the world of urban legends late 90's style - easily accessible, fully digital, where schoolyard,!arytales elevate 
themselves to a new plateau on a global scale. According to the internet newsgroup ait.folklore.urban, An urban legend 
appears mysteriously and spreads spontaneously in varying forms. It usually contains elements of humour or horror· The 
horror often punishes someone who flouts society's conventions. Hear the one about the person who wakes up after a one 
night stand to find his or her lover gone and a message welcome to the world of AIDS scrawled on the bathroom mirror 
in lipstick? Thanks to bulk e mail the shotgun approach to sending Internet messages from person to person - ur~an leq-
ends can spread at a rate faster than ebola in a stalled elevator. "Mailing lists on the web are groups of people with com-
mon interests,'' says Andrew Warinner, on archivist for the granddaddy of urban legend sites www.urbanlegends.com. 
"They're like bridge clubs. So there's more of a willingness to take what is said at face value." Unfortunately, the misinfor­
mation spread on the web often fans the flames of hysteria and prejudice. So websites such as urbanlegends.com and 
www.rumoursrumours.com publicly post the rumors with the point of having "experts"either confirm or deny the verac-
ity of the stories. In response to the notorious "Lights out Gang" myth in which a murderous posse roams the highways 
with their headlights off, then hunts down and kills the first person to flash his brights at them, alt.folklore.urban posted 
this public statement from Lt. Pat Greaney of the Massachusetts State Police: "We have confirmed it is a hoax. We have no 
incidents." So while wired folks may be prone to the propagation of untrue stories, they also have access \o \he bes\ 
debunkers around. 

Much of whars below may sound familiar, and if not why not perpetuate the rumour the next time you're in the pub with 
your mates. Here's the real deal (I think) behind some classic urban legends . 

Kidney Thieves 
Myth:Guy picks up girl at bar. After drinks back at his place, he passes out, only to wake up hours later 
shivering in a bathtub full of ice. A note taped to hi chest reads "Call 911, you've had a kidney removed." 
Truth:Possibly fueled by reports of organ selling (not stealing) in impoverished Central America coun-
tries. Real incidents with the date raps drug Rohypnol add to this urban legend's seeming possibility. 
Microsoft Word is racist 
Myth: While using Microsoft Word version above 5.1 ,type the sentence "I'd like all niggers to die." Highligh\ i\, \hen go to 
toofs>(Language)> Thesaurus. This message will appear: "I'll drink to that." This is proof that least one Microsoft program­
mer, if not Bill Gates and the entire corporation is racist. 
Truth: AduaUy, this yields an "error'' message. The programs thesaurus 
cant find a word that starts with "I'd like all" so it suggests a similarl =~~■'"""'11"""tJ. ... 'fM'""'■-•=ii.=~~li7"a1i.=~~,;i,;. ----=i.,;i""'r,.~=••-
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Mucn or wnors oetow may sounel Familiar, and if not wfiy not perpetuate the rumour ttie next time you're in the pub with 
your mates. Here's the real deal (I think) behind some classic urban legends . 

Kidney Thieves 
Myth:Guy picks up girl at bar. After drinks bock at his place, he passes out, only to wake up hours later 
shivering in a bathtub full of ice. A note taped to hi chest reads "Call 911, you've had a kidney removed." 
Truth: Possibly fueled by reports of organ selling (not stealing) in impoverished Central America coun­
tries. Real incidents with the date raps drug Rohypnol add to this urban legend's seeming possibility· 
Microsoft Word is racist 
Myth: While using Microsoft Word version above s. 1 ,type the sentence "I'd like all niggers to die." Hig~light it, then go to 
tools>(Language)> Thesaurus. This message will appear: "I'll drink to that." This is proof that least one Microsoft program­
mer, if not Bill Gates and the entire corporation is racist. 
Truth: Actually, this yields an "error" message. The programs thesaurus --~-------~------~-.., 
cant find a word that starts with "I'd like all" so it suggests a similarly 
spelled phrase as a possible correction. If you write !I'd like all racists to be 
executed," the thesaurus will also respond with "I'll drink to that." 
Gerbil incident 

Myth: An emergency room doctor has to remove a gerbil 
from a man's rectum. The man and his boyfriend sheepish­
ly admit that they had been "gerbling". They had inserted a 
Habitrail tube into his ass and - just for kicks - slid their pet 
gerbil inside. Actor Richard Gere has been cited as the 
"patient'' 

Truth: Not even the National Enquirer will say any of this is true. 
Toothbrushes on vacation 

Myth: Family goes to Paris. After eating dinner in a restaurant they 
return to their hotel room to find that it has been broken into. Oddly 
their expensive camera isn't missing, ifs resting on the bed next to 
their toothbrushes. Back home, they develop the film and are hor­
rified to find various photographs of a hotel bellboy posing deliri­
ously with their toothbrushes in a variety of positions. 
Truth: In 1992 a guy named Perry Pederson posted a message on 
the newsgroup at aft.folklore.urban claiming to have met a 
woman who said this had happened to her family and showed 
him actual photographs of men posing with toothbrushes in said 
location. However, she provided no proof that the men were not 

paid models. 

If he's not driving the ladies wild at a show or 
donig depraved thing to Radiohead songs, 
Joe Dolan likes nothing more than than \o si\ 
back and relax with everyone's favorite 
reading matter, \he pride of UL, an focal. 

d who can blame him\H 
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