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News

COUNCILLOR
DISMAYED

BY ROAD
CLOSURE

Written by Colm Fitzgerald,
News Editor

CLARE Councillor, Cathal Crowe,
has made known his disappointment
at the planned closure of the Garraun
Road, Clonlara.

The road, which enters the campus
near Cappavilla, previously served
private residences which have since
been demolished. It currently serves
some other residences off campus but
these will not be affected.

Cllr. Crowe expressed concern that
neither UL nor Clare County Council
have any short term plans to either
re-instate the road or construct a new
major entrance.

It is understood that closure of the
road was one of the conditions of the
planning permission for Cappavilla
and other buildings on the north bank
of the River Shannon.

A second entrance  would
significantly ~ ameliorate  traffic
conditions in Castletroy and the main
entrance at peak times, allowing staff
and students from Clonlara, Corbally,
Ardnacrusha and surrounding areas
to access the campus by this faster
route.

Cllr. Crowe suggested that the
road should not be a free for all but
should instead be restricted to staff
and students. He insisted he will only
support the road closure if alternative
access is provided.
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1. Contributors please note:

All submissions to An Focal are greatly
valued. If you have submitted an article which
has not been published in this issue, it is very
likely that your piece has been retained for
publication in future issues.

If you are concerned that your article has not
been published, please say so.

2. Editing:

If you are unhappy with how your article
appeared in An Focal, please discuss this
with the Editor. A number of strict guidelines
are followed in the production of An Focal,
which means some articles may be altered to
allow them to fit on the page and to improve
readability.

E: sucommunications@ul.ie

to contact the Editor.

Paper
sourced from
sustainable
forests

Powered by

Finn McDuffie - Editor

EDITORIAL

THE UK dairy sector was in the
limelight again last week because
plans for the controversial Lincolnshire
“super-dairy” were resubmitted for
approval by local authorities.

The US-styled farm would use 8,100
cows to produce 250,000 litres of milk
daily. Would-be super-farmers, Nocton
Dairies Ltd., claim *“mega-farming”
is the only way to stay profitable as
supermarkets push down milk prices.

Many farmers oppose the idea. And
quite rightly too, because there are a lot
of things wrong with it.

Firstly, it would involve intensive,
indoor farming practices, which
reduce the quality of produce and the
welfare of the animals to a pitifully low
standard. Animal waste and air quality
are further considerations.

But secondly, the idea is nothing but
a naive and greedy response to food
industry bully tactics. If the idea were
to take off, smaller farms would have no
choice but to close up; their competitive
advantage lost in an industry hell-bent
on reducing milk costs.

But who is really to blame? It’s a
chain that ends with the consumer after
all. Would you betray your principles
for a few cents off a pint of milk? If
you’ve travelled Ryanair as | have, you
probably would. But that’s another race
to the bottom.

We get what we deserve. If we want
diversity, a better product, higher
environmental standards and healthier
livestock, we must pay a premium.
Biggest is not always best. This might
be going on in the UK. But when

England Sneezes, Ireland catches a
cold. And we’ve already got a runny
nose.

“This might be
going on in the
UK. But when
England Sneezes,
Ireland catches a
cold. And we’ve
already got a
runny nose.”

The Big Picture
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COMMUNITY RELATIONS
OFFICER ELECTED
WITHOUT CONTEST

Written by Aoife Dowling

DEIRDRE Wilson was appointed
Community Relations Officer last
Friday.

Ms Wilson is currently in her third
year of a science education degree
and has been involved in the Students’
Union since she began college in 2008.
The aegis of the Community Relations
Officer (CRO) is to give back to the
Castletroy community.

Ms Wilson hopes to begin her carrying
out her duties by gathering students
every Thursday to assist in maintaining
the upkeep of the community.

She acknowledges that during
the academic year students swarm
Castletroy and says she hopes to give
back to the residents of the community
by arranging for repair of vandalised
or damaged property and organising
litter collections.

Campaignand Services Officer Vivion
Grisewood will be working closely

with Ms Wilson. “She will work hard
to achieve great things during her term
as Community Relations Officer”,

Mr Grisewood said.Ms Wilson and
Mr Grisewood will sit on a community
forum where they will meet with
the county council, residents,
representatives from the university
and local Gardai. The forum is an
opportunity for these parties to come
together and discuss issues and
potential solutions.

Ms Wilson encourages students
interested in taking part in the general
upkeep programme to attend the SU at
11am on Thursdays.

Deirdre Wilson, SU Community
Relations Officer

MORE FLOODS
ON THE WAY

Written by
Colm Fitzgerald, News Editor

AFTER a winter of catastrophic and
unprecedented flooding, Councillor
Cathal Crowe has warned locals to
batten down the hatches for fear of a
repeat this year. The “hundred year
flood” wreaked havoc through much of
Clonlara, Ardnacrusha and Plassey last
November. Cllr. Crowe has hit out that
of the €13m in European Union flood
relief money received, very little of it
will go to residences in rural Limerick
and Clare affected by the floods.

He has suggested that flood defence
walls be built around vulnerable
properties and sandbags provided.

A flood relief adjacent to the river has
beencalled unrealistic. He hasexpressed
his concern at the release of large
amounts of water from the sluice gates
at the Parteen weir at the hydroelectric
power station during periods of heavy
rainfall, which has caused a degree of
consternation amongst local residents.

UL was affected particularly badly by
last year’s flooding, with the river rising
several feet near Thomond Village and
the Health Sciences building.

The fisherman’s’ cottage was also
flooded. The “black bridge” across the
river has been closed since the floods.



