
MARY Harney has had a rough time 
of it lately. First the paint and then the 
eggs. And it’s easy to pity the latest 
darling of the egg-wielders and the 
picket throwers. She is, after all, just 
human.
But why the pity? Was it that 

melancholy protrusion of her lower 
lip as she turned a fresh sod of grass; 
drippings of scarlet paint glistening as 
cameras flashed all round? Perhaps. 
But, for many of us, it was probably 
hard-wired pragmatism. We shall 
never vindicate assault, for it achieves 
nothing but damage.
Following her latest egging, she 

asked a provocative question. Why 

don’t people use democracy to engage 
in debate? It’s a good one. And it’s 
amazing how many sins the word 
“democracy” can cover. She said 
“politics is about choices; it’s about 
arguing and debate.”
While violence is unacceptable, 

protesting is very acceptable. In fact, 
the Minister’s catch-all assertions are 
so removed from the sphere of reality, 
that she will probably never truly 
understand why people protest.
For her, politics is about self-

preservation. Why else do Governments 
consistently think in the short term? 
Why else would our legislature, such 
as it is, be guilty of moral cowardice 

across a range of possible legal tidy-
ups? Why else would so many begin to 
see the street as their only voice?
When the Government is so blatantly 

whispering in corners with the 
privileged, no option exists for the 
weak, but protest.
The reason for this is simple. Access 

to power and influence in Irish 
democracy is starkly unequal. In such 
a democracy, dissent and protest is not 
only legitimate but also very important. 
Ms Harney might not think so. But 
then again, she wouldn’t. Would she?
Sometimes the Government needs 

some perspective. And we are that 
perspective.
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UL APPOINTS 
NEW FACULTY 
HEADS

THE Governing Authority has 
appointed three new deans. Professor 
Tom Lodge has become Dean of the 
Faculty of Arts, Humanities and Social 
Sciences; Professor Mary O’Sullivan 
has become Dean of the Faculty of 
Education and Health Sciences and 
Professor Kieran Hodnett has become 
Dean of the Faculty of Science and 
Engineering
 The appointments are for a three-

year term with effect from 1 January 
2011. 
 UL President, Professor Don Barry 

congratulated the deans on their 
appointment and said he looked 
forward to working with them as 
they undertake the next phase of UL’s 
development.
 Prof Barry thanked Prof Pat O’Connor 

for her “outstanding contributions to 
the development of the Faculty itself 
and to UL in general”. Professor 
O’Connor will step down as Dean of 
the Faculty of Arts, Humanities and 
Social Sciences on 31 December.
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The Big Picture

Written by Annie Dillon

THE inaugural UL Poker Society 
(ULPS) Championships took place on 
Monday, 8 November in the Sports Bar. 
With 69 entrants pre-registering for the 
event and a further 31 signing up on the 
night, the tournament was hailed by the 
club as “a great success”.
The €1,645 prize pool meant the top 

10 finishers were paid. In first place 
was David Mullins who picked up 
€500 and a first issue ULPS Bracelet. 
In second place was Ian Kelleher, who 
won €350 and a bracelet. Third was 
Stephan Brosnan, who won €250. The 
remaining prizes ranged from €170 to 
€30. Michael Harte, first year Energy, 
finished 11th and inside the so called 
“Bubble”, receiving no prize money. He 
said “it was a great night and someone 
has to come 11th.” He commended 
the society and the bar. “I think a lot 

of credit needs to be given to both the 
Poker Society for running such a great 
competition and the Sports Bar for 
offering €3 pints and free finger food.”

POKER GAME 
ATTRACTS 100 
ENTRANTS FOR 
€1,600 PRIZE

In November 1954, the United States exploded the first hydrogen bomb in the South Pacific. The Eniwetok Island, on which the explosion occurred, was completely 
flattened. The bomb produced a fireball more than three miles across and a mushroom cloud around 40,000 feet high. Mankind had entered the H-bomb era.

Written by Colin Clarke

SIGNED CONTRACT CREATES 
50 JOBS AND NEW FACILITIES

UL HAS created 50 new jobs as work 
is set to begin on new facilities. 
Contracts have been signed that will 

put a start to all weather sports pitches 
and Sports Pavilion Building on the 
North Campus. The development was 
proposed a number of years ago, with 
all the conditions being successfully 
agreed upon during the past number of 
weeks.  The state of the art facilities, 
including a full sized GAA pitch two 
soccer pitches and a rugby pitch, will 
be fully floodlit and is to be completed 
in time for the 2011/2012 academic 
year.  The Sports Pavilion Building will 
include changing rooms, squad rooms, 

coaching rooms, as well as a restaurant, 
bar and conference rooms. 
The development is set to cost €9m, 

and will be funded from various 
different areas, including revenue 
created by the project as well as 
funding generated from campus based 
commercial activities. 
This latest development will add to 

UL’s already large sports facilities.
The University already boasts of 

Ireland’s first Olympic sized swimming 
pool, the Boathouse, with Ireland’s only 
indoor powered rowing tank, outdoor 
all weather athletic facilities as well as 
numerous pitches.

Written by Brige Newman

16th November 2010

The final hand that won the UL 
Poker Championship. 
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