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UL CELEBRATES
NATIONAL
SCIENCE WEEK

Written by Josh Lee

IN celebration of National Science
Week, held during Week 10, UL hosted
a wide range of activities throughout
the campus aimed at primary and
secondary school children.

TheFacultyofScienceandEngineering
organised a weeklong programme of
exhibitions, demonstrations and talks
for students, along with the Festival of
Science on 13 November which was
open to families.

The aim of the event, which was
funded under the Strategy for Science,
Technology and Innovation (SSTI),
is to develop the understanding of
science and engineering among young
people, and to highlight the importance
of these disciplines to the future of the
Irish society and economy.

The theme of this year’s event was
“Qur Place in Space”. Areas explored
included the latest developments in
Astronomy and space travel, along
with Ireland’s little publicised role in
space exploration. Talks were hosted
nationwide mooting the potential of
alien life.

It is anticipated the programme
will stimulate interest in the 2011
BT Young Scientist and Technology
Exhibition, which has already seen a
35% increase in submissions. Around
100,000 people attended the some 500
events held across the country.
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1. Contributors please note:

All submissions to An Focal are greatly
valued. If you have submitted an article
which has not been published in this issue,

it is very likely that your piece has been
retained for publication in future issues.

If you are concerned that your article has not
been published, please say so.

2.Editing:If you are unhappy with how your
article appeared in An Focal, please discuss
this with the Editor. A number of strict
guidelines are followed in the production of
An Focal, which means some articles may be
altered to allow them to fit on the page and to
improve readability.

E: sucommunications@ul.ie

to contact the Editor.
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EDITORIAL

WE have seen the beginning of the

end of Irish society as we know it.
It’s no wonder a generation of Irish
students is turning its back on the
motherland when that motherland
can neither suckle nor succour her
children.

Our generation’s not to blame for
the financial catastrophe of the last
two years. Rather, it’s the culture of
excess, overspending and largesse that
has prevailed for so long amongst our
nation’s privileged, that we should
hold accountable.

While so many ordinary men and
women on the streets of Ireland can
budget, scrimp and save for that

rainy day, it seems our Government
in its stupor could not foresee any
end to the unsustainable boom. It
couldn’t put aside any reserves for
that rainy day that all nations and all
economies must inevitably face. No,
this Government, against all advice
and all the basic tenets of financial
prudence, cut taxes and increased
spending. Didn’t alarm bells go off
anywhere?

And now, the Fianna Fail leadership,
embattled, embroiled in in-fighting
and almost universally reviled,
attempts to impose the most stringent
austerity measures in recent lIrish
history. Its own TDs don’t buy it,

none of the other political parties
buys it and the people of this small,
brave, beleaguered nation cannot be
expected to swallow this bitterest of
pills with little protest.

Far be it too, from a small, university
newspaper to launch into a vitriolic
attack upon the elected officials of
this country. But it certainly feels
we have been betrayed. It feels as
though we’re being asked to give up
too much, to take on too much of the
burden for crimes our generation had
no part in.
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First year students at St Andrews University, Scotland, take part in a foam fight in St. Salvator’s Quad as part of the Raisin Day celebrations, 22 November. The
tradition is seen as a “rite of passage” for new students. Each year, a fresher student has the opportunity to be adopted by a senior student who will be known as their
academic mother or father. In the past, the new student would present their parent with a pound of raisins. Nowadays, a bottle of wine is the norm.

SILICON VALLEY COMES TO UL

Written by Josh Lee

THE  California  based  “Irish
Technology  Leadership  Group”
(ITLG) held their third annual ‘Silicon
Valley Comes to Ireland” event in UL
in Week 11. Held in conjunction with
ITLG’s partners NUI Galway, Shannon
Developmentand UL, the event brought
togethertechnologistsandentrepreneurs
from the US and Ireland in a discussion
forum to share their opinions on what it
takes to commercialize innovation.

The event is particularly relevant to
UL, which is currently researching the
use of mobile technology for health
care issues including depression. The
panel held a series of presentations and
an open questions and answers session
which drew from their vast experience
in the technological fields

The Venture Capital and Investor
panel also took place at UL. It
brought together Venture Capitalists
and Investors from the US who held

discussions on how to find success in
the global technology marketplace. UL
President, Professor Don Barry said
“UL is continuing to strengthen its
links with industry leaders as it hosts
“Silicon Valley Comes To Ireland.”

“We welcome this opportunity to
uncover the emerging technological
opportunities we have in Ireland and
to nurture those that have true potential
and support them in achieving success,”
he said.

He added “we are fortunate to have
in UL today a gathering of people
who epitomise the essence of the
entrepreneurial spirit and who continue
through collaboration and innovation
to advance the prosperity of our region
and our country.”

From left to right: UL President, Professor Don Barry (centre)
with former Intel Chief and Chairman of ITLG Craig Barrett,
and John Hartnett, Founder and President ITLG.



