
The Big Picture

London: The scene of widespread rioting, looting and arson this summer.

Hello and welcome to the 
first edition of An Focal! 
Published every second 
Tuesday, An Focal is 
your student newspaper. 
It is written for students, 
by students. 

When I was in first year, An Focal 
was edited by former PPO Seamus 
Ryan. I appeared in his office one day 
and asked for an assignment. 
Little did I know that four years later, 

I would be the one doling these out to 
shy little firsties, desperately begging 
them not to be intimidated by the 
office, the Union, or by University in 
general. Coming to college is tough. 
You’re away from everything you’ve 

ever known before and there’s nobody 
around to tell you what to do. There’s a 
huge sense of freedom but, with great 
freedom, comes great responsibility. 
It’s all up to you now. For the first 
few weeks, you’ll go to a few lectures, 
you’ll go to a few house parties, and 
you’ll have quite a few hangovers! And 
rightly so, in my opinion, you should 
enjoy yourself!   But please don’t go 
off the deep end. You’ll realise soon 
enough that though you are free, you 
are possibly more restricted than 
you’ve ever been. 
Why? Because now the responsibility 

lies with you. If I could give you but 
a few words of advice, it would go 
like this; don’t forget to join a club or 
society, don’t shift your housemate, 
don’t wreck your house and for the 
love of GOD always wear a condom. If 
you take this advice, you’ll be getting 
the best possible start to college life. 

But remember, if anything does 
happen, you can always call in to the 
Students’ Union to chat with one of 
your officers. 
Tara Feeney is the Welfare Officer 

this year and will be more than happy 
to give advice on Welfare issues. The 
same goes for Aoife Kenny, Education 
Officer, if you are having problems 
with your course, your lecturer or if 
you’d like to become a Class Rep. 
Your Union is here to help you, no 
problem is too big or too small. 
So go on! Enjoy yourself! And enjoy 

your time at UL; it really will be the 
best four years of your life. 

Kelly O’Brien
Editor 
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Trinity Rooms closes its doors
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ONE of Limerick’s most 
popular nightclubs is 
the latest to the curse of 
the town’s decreasing 
venues. Trinity Room’s 
is the third night club to 
close in Limerick since 
the start of 2011, following 
on from Baker Place and 
The Lodge, which has 
recently reopened. 

Trinity Rooms, one of the most 
popular nightclubs in the country, 
closed down temporarily in July due 
to health and safety problems related 
to derelict buildings near the venue. 
There were 50 people working in the 
club, with almost 30 of those being 
full-time positions. 
A Spokesperson for Trinity Rooms 

told the Limerick Chronicle that the 
clubs had no other choice but to close.
“We have been closed eight or nine 

weeks at this stage and because of 
the advice we have gotten, for health 
and safety and legal reasons, we can’t 
reopen. Unfortunately, with the length 

of time we were left with no choice 
but to inform the staff because some 
of them have to try and find other 
employment. It was an incredibly hard 
decision.”
Trinity Rooms was initially closed 

over what was believed to be rodent 
infestation, but the adjacent library 
remained open while the club was 
closed. The area which is causing 
the problem is a site which was due 
to be developed as part of the stalled 
€300 million opera center by Michael 
Street.
A statement issued yesterday on behalf 

of the management of the nightclub said 

the matter was brought to the attention 
of Limerick City Council and the HSE 
last week and the nightclub voluntarily 
agreed to close the venue immediately.
The statement read that: “We are fully 

satisfied that the Trinity Rooms is not 
the source of this problem but this in 
no way relieves us of our obligation to 
uphold best practice in health and safety 
standards for our staff and clientele.”
Over the years, Trinity Rooms have 

played host to many internationally 
renowned acts, such as Calvin Harris, 
Deadmau5 and Grove Armada.

THE University launched its new 
website in May, which has been 
redeveloped with a focus on connecting 
with the university’s external audiences 
around the globe in a refreshed and 
vibrant way. In a statement sent out by 
UL President, Don Barry it reads that 
the website was developed as part of 
UL’s strategic plan.
“Our new Strategic Plan outlines UL’s 

mission to be ‘distinctive, pioneering 
and connected’. The University of 
Limerick web presence plays an 
important role in highlighting our 
institution and providing that vital 
connection. It is an invaluable resource 
which will continually evolve to reflect 
the dynamic nature of UL life.  The 
redevelopment also takes full advantage 
of the various social media channels 
available to help grow and extend the 
UL community around the world.”

UL Launches 
new website
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1.	Contributors please note:
All submissions to An Focal are greatly 
valued. If you have submitted an article 
which has not been published in this issue, 
it is very likely that your piece has been 
retained for publication in future issues. 
If you are concerned that your article has 
not been published, please say so.

2.	Editing: If you are unhappy with how 
your article appeared in An Focal, 
please discuss this with the Editor.
A number of strict guidelines are followed 
in the production of An Focal, which 
means some articles may be altered to 
allow them to fit on the page and to 
improve readability.

E: sucommunications@ul.ie 
to contact the Editor.

6th September 2011

By Jason Kennedy, News Editor


