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The Big Picture

UL students get wet and wild

This day I became very 
closely acquainted with 
the exact level of work
I have undertaken. 

Previous to now, I have managed to 
allocate every second week to either 
An Focal or to UL FM, and this system 
has worked pretty efficiently if I do say 
so myself! With the UL FM Launch 
looming, however, the past few days 
have been a different story. Murphy’s 
Law well and truly kicked in as 
everything that could go wrong, did go 
wrong. Keys went missing, equipment 
broke down and deadlines whooshed 
by at a phenomenal rate. 
At this moment in time, I have been 

in the office for a solid 12 hours 
with nothing but a sausage roll for 
sustenance… but do you know what? 

I wouldn’t change a thing. An Focal 
is just about done (all I have to do is 
add this Editorial), the Launch Party 
is completely organised and UL FM 
had its first few minutes of streaming 
today! In the words of John “Hannibal” 
Smith, “I love it when a plan comes 
together”. 
The main event of this week is the 

aforementioned Launch Party for UL’s 
first full time streaming only radio 
station. The headline act is Bipolar 
Empire who are one of my favourite 
bands right now. 
Tipped by The Sunday World as “one 

of the new Irish groups most likely to 
make it big on the international scene”, 
Bipolar Empire have been praised by 
almost every Irish newspaper right up 
the echelons to Hot Press itself. Also 
playing the launch are New York based 
singer/songwriter Mike Scala and our 
own local brew, Andrew Foley. 

I think it would appropriate here to 
mention the ULSU’s newest member, 
Events and Promotions Manager Keith 
Quinlan. God knows I haven’t been 
easy to deal with lately, but the ever-
patient Mr Quinlan has put up with 
me (mostly!) every step of the way. If 
this week’s Freshers’ parties are been 
anything to go by, the UL FM launch 
party is going to be one hell of a night. 
Likewise, I feel I should mention 

UL student, Comment Editor and 
Technical Manager extraordinaire 
Colm Fitzgerald. If it wasn’t for Colm, 
there honestly would be a radio station 
to have a launch for! 

So thank you Colm and thank you 
Keith… sincerely, and from the bottom 
of my heart!

Kelly O’Brien
Editor
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Editor: Kelly O’Brien
- kelly.obrien@ul.ie 

News Editor: Jason Kennedy 
- jasonkennedy1989@gmail.com 

Comment: Colm Fitzgerald 
- cmgsup@gmail.com 

Sport: Robert McNamara 
- 10002795@studentmail.ul.ie 

Travel: Amy Grimes
- travel.ed11@gmail.com 

Lifestyle: Karen O’Conner Desmond 
- karen13s@hotmail.com 
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Arts & Ents: Josh Lee 
- josh_lee@lavabit.com 

Film: Aoife Coughlan 
- aoifec90@gmail.com 

Clubs: Lynda O’Donoghue
- 0754285@studentmail.ul.ie 

Societies: Colin Clarke
- 10116664@studentmail.ul.ie
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Brought to you by your Students’ 
Union. Visit www.ulsu.ie to view 
An Focal online.

1.	Contributors please note:

All submissions to An Focal are 
greatly valued. If you have submitted 
an article which has not been 
published in this issue, it is very likely 
that your piece has been retained for 
publication in future issues. If you are 
concerned that your article has not 
been published, please say so.

2.	Editing: 

If you are unhappy with how your 
article appeared in An Focal, 
please discuss this with the Editor.
A number of strict guidelines are 
followed in the production of An 
Focal, which means some articles may 
be altered to allow them to fit on the 
page and to improve readability.

E: sucommunications@ul.ie 
to contact the Editor.
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