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1. Contributors please note:

All submissions to An Focal are
greatly valued. If you have submitted
an article which has not been
published in this issue, it is very likely
that your piece has been retained for
publication in future issues. If you are
concerned that your article has not
been published, please say so.

2. Editing:

If you are unhappy with how your
article appeared in An Focal,

please discuss this with the Editor.

A number of strict guidelines are
followed in the production of An
Focal, which means some articles may
be altered to allow them to fit on the
page and to improve readability.

E: sucommunications@ul.ie
to contact the Editor.
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Kelly O’Brien, Editor

EDITORIAL

“The future depends on
what we do in the present”
- Mahatma Gandhi

I’m pretty sure he wasn’t talking about
the UL Students’ Union, but Gandhi
sure hit the nail on the head with this
one! Right now all involved in the SU,
not just Sabbats, but Staff, Class Reps
and student volunteers, are paving the
way for students of future generations.

It may not seem like it now, to those of
ushereinthe present, butthechangesand
innovations that are being implemented
this year are some of the biggest that
have happened in a long time. Last
week saw nearly 100 Class Reps attend
training in The Kilmurry Lodge. This
was an amazing turn-out for the second
Council of the year and shows that the
new structure being introduced really
will deliver on its promise of increased

involvement. It also means a better
flow of communication between the
student body, student reps, and the
University and is the biggest change in
the governance of the Students’ Union
since 1972. The radio station is another
huge step in the right direction for
ULSU. I’'m always wary about using
An Focal to plug ULFM and vice versa,
seeing as | am in charge of both, but it
really has to be said that the station has
been going from strength to strength
lately and is improving on an almost
daily basis. For the first time in a long
time, the SU is able to communicate
with UL students through a wide variety
of mediums; social networking and
emails, posters and visual campaigns,
the newspaper and the radio station...
not to mention the commendable
GOAT-ing (Getting Out And Talking)
efforts of ULSU President Derek Daly!
With the addition of the interactive,

online news site that will hopefully
be operational as of Semester 2, it has
never been easier for UL students to
make their voices heard.

All this and more is happening right
here, right now. This is a year of
change. UL students across campus
now have to ask themselves, “Do |
want to get involved?” If the answer is
yes, then please do get in contact. There
are so many opportunities for students
to help us and to help themselves. You
could volunteer to help out with one
of Tara’s campaigns, you could write
an article for the paper, you could
become a class rep! You may even
rack up enough hours to apply for the
Presidents Volunteer Award. For more
info on any of the above, please email
sucommunications@ul.ie

Kelly O’Brien
Editor

The Welfare Bear, out and about during last weeks Mental Health Campaign

UL hardest university to

Jason Kennedy, News Editor

AN Irish Times study has revealed
that the University of Limerick is the
hardest university to get a high honours
degree from. The study states students
in Trinity College Dublin are far more
likely to get a 2.1 degree than students
in UL. A 2.1 degree is needed to get
into most Masters Courses and an
increasing level of employers will only
consider graduates with a 2.1 degree
or higher. The analysis shows that 34
per cent of graduates in UL get a 2.1
degree, which is 9 per cent below the
national average. Around 53 per cent of

graduates from Trinity College Dublin
obtain a 2.1 degree, which is 19 per
cent more than graduates from UL.

When it comes to 2.2 degrees, the
study showed that UL is above the
national average of 24 per cent, with
34 per cent of graduates obtaining 2.2
degrees. The only other Irish university
to have similar levels of 2.2 degrees is
NUIM Maynooth. Fourteen per cent of
UL’s graduates obtained a first-class
honours degree last year. Another 14
per cent of graduates from UL were
awarded pass degrees, while another

gain a good degree from

6 per cent of students did not receive
degrees. Overall, this brings UL’s
honours rate to 80 per cent, which is the
national average. DCU’s honours rate is
84 per cent, 74 per cent in NUI Galway,
88 per cent in NUI Maynooth, and 89
per cent in Trinity College Dublin.
Staff members at the University of
Limerick have already begun to discuss
how the university could improve its
figures. ULSU Education Officer,
Aoife Kenny said that the figures have
been noted, “At the recent Science
and Engineering Faculty board, the

Assistant Dean of Academic noted the
fall in the percentage of 1.1 degrees and
2.1 degrees being awarded by UL.

“From sitting on recent boards on
Broadening the Student Experience,
I have witnessed from the employers
point of view they value the UL degree
more than they do for degrees awarded
in Universities that give degrees away
easier. In my own opinion, the quality
of the UL degree stands to a student
more than one received from the other
institutions.”



