
Welcome to An Focal Issue 
6 – the last edition of the 
Semester. As it’s my last 
Editorial until January, I want 
to fill some inches with thank 
you’s and recognitions. 

It’s a hell of a lot of work compiling a 
fortnightly newspaper and I’d never be 
able to do it alone. 
First and foremost, I’d like to thank 

the relentless nature and unshakeable 
determination of my News Editor, 
Jason Kennedy. Jason has been an 
absolute godsend these past few weeks. 
He has gone above and beyond with 
astonishing regularity and has made 
my life incalculably easier on so many 
occasions. I would also like to recognise 
the work of all the other sub-editors; 
Colm Fitzgerald, Robert McNamara, 

Josh Lee, Amy Grimes, Karen 
O’Connor Desmond, Emily Maree, 
Feilim O Flatharta, Aoife Coughlan, 
Lynda O’Donoghue and Colin Clarke. 
An Focal would not have such a high 
quality of student journalism if it wasn’t 
for your tireless efforts and invaluable 
input. Thank you. 
On the ULFM side of things, I would 

like to thank our very own Colm 
Fitzgerald. ULFM wouldn’t even be in 
existence if it wasn’t for him. Dubbed 
the ULFM Technical Manager, Colm 
does much more than look after the 
necessary equipment. If I ever have a 
problem, radio related or not, I know 
that I can pick up the phone and Colm 
will have the answer. More thank you’s 
have to go to the ULFM Development 
Board. This board is formed of UL 
students who are working together 
to better the station. We have a lot of 
projects in the pipeline at the moment, 

we expect ULFM to have a huge 
presence on campus next semester. 
This wouldn’t be the case without the 
board volunteers. Thank you.
Be it the newspaper or the radio 

station, neither would be in existence 
if it wasn’t for interested UL students. 
So to the few hundred contributors to 
An Focal, and to the ninety-something 
radio peeps, you guys get my very 
last thank you. It has been a pleasure 
working with you all. You should be 
proud of yourselves and I hope to see 
each and every one of you again in 
Semester 2. 

I know it’s a little early, but I hope 
everyone has a lovely Christmas.  

With love, 

Kelly O’Brien
Editor
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1.	Contributors please note:

All submissions to An Focal are 
greatly valued. If you have submitted 
an article which has not been 
published in this issue, it is very likely 
that your piece has been retained for 
publication in future issues. If you are 
concerned that your article has not 
been published, please say so.

2.	Editing: 

If you are unhappy with how your 
article appeared in An Focal, 
please discuss this with the Editor.
A number of strict guidelines are 
followed in the production of An 
Focal, which means some articles may 
be altered to allow them to fit on the 
page and to improve readability.

E: sucommunications@ul.ie 
to contact the Editor.
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