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Sabbatical Roles Removed

Aisling Hussey

THE face of the Students’ Union is to be
dramatically transformed with the abolition of two
sabbatical positions. The role of Campaigns and
Services Officer (CSO) and Communications
Officer (CO) were both removed by motions
narrowly passed at last Tuesday’s EGM meeting.

These positions are currently held
by Paddy Rockett and Kelly O’Brien
respectively.

Although it is unclear as to what guise
these roles will take in the future, it has
been suggested that those on co-op,
as well as students in the University,

would take on some of the duties
these positions entail. In the case of
CO, there would possibly be one co-
op student in charge of An Focal, and
another overseeing ULFM.

However, jobs such as liaising
with local press would be shared out

between officers. President of the SU
Derek Daly claims that it is necessary
to abolish these offices for the sake of
financial viability.

The fact that the Union is in debt
was stressed throughout the EGM.
Mr Daly also expressed fears that the
Union may face serious threats in the
futures if these cuts are not carried
out now. General Manager of the SU
Philip Mudge said that the only way to
relieve the debt is to reduce personnel
costs, saying that “drastic” action is
needed for the survival of the Union.
Other measures to make the SU
more financially include the closure
of the Spar shops in Dromroe and
Cappavilla. Many students present

at Week 2 EGM

at the EGM reacted angrily to the
removal of sabbatical positions. Third
year English and History student
Darragh Roche said that undergraduate
students would not be able to handle
the responsibility that comes with
being CO.

“It is not possible to take the lead as
a co-op student,” said Darragh, who is
also Comment Editor for An Focal.

Third year student Tighearnan
Noonan added that students would not
be able for the workload.

“Students can’t put their life on hold
for the paper,” he said. “No student is
going to willingly take this on.”

The transparency and accountability
of the Union was also called into

UL students filtering into the Jean Monnet for the ULSU EGM last Wednesday

question by some students, who said
that the EGM was not adequately
advertised and that the motions were
not made public knowledge prior to
the meeting.

However, if they so wish, students
may now chair a motion to reintroduce
both roles at the Students’ Union
AGM. This meeting will take place
later on in the semester at week 8.
Students who are planning on chairing
a motion need at least 15 signatures to
chair a motion.



