
Important 
decisions for 
upcoming 
AGM

STUDENTS are 
being invited to 
chair motions for the 
Student’s Union’s 
AGM, which is set to 
take place in week 8.
After the abolition of Campaigns 

and Services Officer (CSO) and 
Communications Officer (CO) at the 
EGM in week 2, the main focus of 
the meeting will be on whether or not 
any motions will be brought forward 
to reintroduce both roles. 
SU President Derek Daly said he is 

encouraging students to chair motions 
at the AGM, however he asks that 
they put thought into whatever they 
wish to put forward.
“I ask the students to be mindful 

when making a motion. It shouldn’t 
be based on operational issues, as this 
would be problems for management,” 
he said. 
Mr Daly added that he does not 

expect any motions to reinstate the 
position of CSO and CO.
“I wouldn’t expect people to chair 

any motions to bring back these 
offices. I think at the EGM we gave 
valid and reasonable reasons why 
they had to be removed,” he said. 
Comment Editor for An Focal 

Darragh Roche said that students 
should attend the AGM to voice 
their opinions on how their Student’s 
Union is operated. 
 “It is important to have an alternative 

to whatever the student’s union is 
proposing,” he said. 
 “I’m thinking about forwarding 

a motion. We feel that there was 
no notice given with regards to the 
motions put forward at the EGM. 
They were not submitted in the 
required five days beforehand.”
“The wordings in the motions were 

not sent out to students,” he said. 
The motion to get rid of CO was 

amended at the EGM to include a 
plan to discuss how the role would 
be carried out in the future. Mr Roche 
said that students should be vocal 
if they are not in favour of the new 
plans. 
“The amendment to the second 

motion says that it will be decided 
what is to be done with the role of 
Communication Officer at the AGM,” 
he said. 
“If people aren’t happy with the 

suggestions put forward by the 
sabbatical officers, they can oppose 
it.”
He concluded it is important that 

students attend the meeting for 
quorum to be reached in order for 
voting to take place. 
“I’ll definitely attend, but I don’t 

think there will be a quorum. If they 
get a quorum, we’ll be able to change 
things, if not, we won’t be able to. 
Students who are planning to chair 

a motion at the AGM need at least 
15 signatures for approval. They can 
introduce any motion as long as it 
fulfils this criteria.

Aisling Hussey
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IRELAND’S first ever 
academic conference based 
on the world of Harry Potter 
will be held in the University of 
Limerick this summer. 

The conference, which is being 
organised by recent graduate Grainne 
O’Brien and Lecturer Luigina Ciolfi, 
is called Magic’s Might 2012 and 
has already attracted a high level of 
international interest. The conference 
will be held on the July 23 and 24 and 

will include a variety of talks, including 
food in Harry Potter, Hermoine and 
feminism, Pottermore and various talks 
on a number of individual characters. 
The first day will include a mock trial 
of one of the characters in the mock 
courtroom in the Main Building. 
During the trial, attendees will get to 
decide if the character is innocent of 
guilty of the crime. Ms O’Brien stated 
that the conference took a lot of time 
or organise, but that she is very excited 
about it. “It was around last June when 
we started talking about it. They take 

place in America, but it’s too expensive 
to go, so I wanted to bring conferences 
like it to UL. “Luigina and I are big 
Harry Potter fans. I even did my thesis 
on Harry Potter, so it was great to 
share my interest with someone. We’re 
delighted that UL have really embraced 
the idea as well. Registration Fee for the 
conference will cost €130 per person, 
which incudes lunch and a banquet in 
the Hunt Museum. However, Magic’s 
Might are looking for volunteers who 
will be allowed sit in at any talk they 
want to. Ms O’Brien said that there 

is still a big of organisation left, but 
that there has been some very positive 
responses to the conference and that it 
will help boost UL’s name abroad.
“It will be a lot of fun and I hope it’s 

something that UL can be proud of and 
I hope that it will put us in the map.
“Hopefully a lot of people come and 

it will be something really positive for 
the university.”For more information 
on the conference, visit 
www.magicismight2012.blogspot.com.

Magic of Harry 
Potter to come to UL
Jason Kennedy, News Editor

Harry Potter actor, Daniel Radcliff, in action.

Munster Technological University on the cards
Rachel Dargan

LIMERICK Institute of 
Technology (LIT) is 
hoping to amalgamate 
with Cork Institute of 
Technology (CIT) and 
Institute of Technology 
Tralee (IT Tralee) to 
create a Munster 
Technological University 
that could accommodate 
up to 24,000 students. 

Not only would this proposed 
university bring Limerick’s tally of 
universities to two, but will also mean 
that Limerick will hold the largest 
University in Ireland.
The three institutes involved have been 

working with international experts who 
have experience in establishing and 
managing multi campus universities 
and believe they will “meet the criteria 
for technological university status”. 
The three institutes have also said 

that the new university would provide 
“world class education and research, 
and support the development of 
enterprise across the region”. 
It is claimed the venture would 

“be worthwhile if approved and 

completed” and will provide high 
quality qualifications to students across 
numerous counties. 
The application has been sent for 

consideration to the HEA and Minister 
for Education Ruairi Quinn. It is 
expected the application process will 
be rigorous and it is thought that it may 
take up to two years for 
The venture would not only provide 

more college places for the region, 
but will also be able to make a major 
contribution nationally and its activities 
will assist in economic growth, 
innovation and job creation. 
MTU would aim to offer courses up to 

PhD level in a broad range of disciplines 
including business, humanities, health 

sciences, visual and performing arts 
and science and engineering. 
Maria Hinfelaar, president of LIT, said 

that the institution already had a “track 
record of collaboration” with both 
Tralee and CIT, with whom it already 
has a number of research projects in 
train. A spokesman for MTU said that 
“The creation of this university will 
help to reinforce Ireland’s attractiveness 
and suitability as a location for 
establishing enterprises, indigenous and 
multinational, large and small, across a 
range of sectors”.
There are currently three other joint 

applications around the country seeking 
similar technological university status.
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