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1. Contributors please note:

All submissions to An Focal are
greatly valued. If you have submitted
an article which has not been
published in this issue, it is very likely
that your piece has been retained for
publication in future issues. If you are
concerned that your article has not
been published, please say so.

2. Editing:

If you are unhappy with how your
article appeared in An Focal,

please discuss this with the Editor.

A number of strict guidelines are
followed in the production of An
Focal, which means some articles may
be altered to allow them to fit on the
page and to improve readability.

E: sucommunications@ul.ie
to contact the Editor.
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Kelly O’Brien, Editor

EDITORIAL

HELLO and welcome

to the last edition of An
Focal for the academic
year 2011/12... and
what a year it has been.

In the past eleven editions, we’ve
seen ups and downs, trials and
tribulations. We’ve brought you the
successes and failures of the Students’
Union, the leaps and bounds made by
Clubs and Societies, and top notch
journalism by University of Limerick
students.

Writing this was hard. My final
Editorial has been looming over me
for the past three weeks, lying in wait
on the edges of my mind, reminding
me, ever reminding me, of my own
mortality.

Looking back on my year as Editor,
I can’t help but hear the echoes of the
past. To quote my predecessor and his
predecessor before him, “This will
be the best and worst year of your
life”. I cannot express how true this
statement has proven to be.

In the past year, I’ve had the great
honour of founding ULFM, publishing
Cellar Door, and working tirelessly
on this, An Focal, newspaper. |
have given this office, and this job,
everything | ever had. In compiling
my last edition, | can safely say that
I gave it my all and I’'m so proud to
have been here, and to have had the
opportunity. I’ve met with and worked
with some fantastic individuals who
I’m now proud to call friends.

One of these individuals, a certain
Darragh Roche, will be filling my
size 7 and a half’s next year in his
role as the new An Focal Editor.
Having completed his co-op with my
predecessor Finn, and having written
for An Focal for four years now,
Darragh is more than qualified for the
role and is the perfect person to take
An Focal into being a student-run
organisation. | wish him, and the new
team, the very best of luck and | hope
he has as good a year as | have had.
The Annual Student Media (Smedia)
Awards are coming up, and it would
be an absolute privilege to have one of
our writers nominated for something.
I also have plans to hold a ULSU

specific awards ‘ceremony’ of sorts
in Week 12 to recognise the work put
in by the writers, presenters and poets
of ULSU. If you’ve been involved at
all this year, please do come along.

On a final note, people have been
asking me left, right and centre about
my plans for next year.

In all honesty, | can say | have no
idea where I’'ll be two months from
now, never mind a year! I’m so busy
trying to get things sown up here
that | haven’t properly sat down and
thought about it. But wherever I am in
the world, one thing is certain; I’ll be
reading An Focal as soon as it’s out.

But for now, as usual, read on and
enjoy this, my last edition.

Goodbye for now,
reader, and farewell.

Kelly O’Brien
Editor

“Captain Morgan himself at the Limerick Student Raceday”

A Special Thank You

As with all successful endeavours,
a large amount of people have to
be thanked. This is by no means a
comprehensive list, but may it go some
way towards expressing my gratitude.
First of all, of course, | have to
thank all of the sectional editors of
An Focal — Colm Fitzgerald, Jason
Kennedy, Darragh Roche, Robert
McNamara, Amy Grimes, Karen
O’Connor Desmond, Emily Maree,
Feilim O’Flartharta, Josh Lee, Jenny
Armstrong and Lynda O’Donoghue.
Without each and every one of you, An
Focal would not be up to the excellent
standard that it is. I must also thank
the editors of the online site, Aoife
Coughlan, David Hartery and Adam
Leahy — | am very grateful to you all

for helping An Focal make the smooth
transition into online media. To each
and every single contributor, from the
student who submits but once in a blue
moon right down to those who submit
many times an issue, thank you.
Without you, your dedication, and
your work, An Focal would not even be
in existence. This newspaper is for you,
because it is by you. Keep up the good
work. 1’d like to thank all involved in
ULFM - all the presenters and every
member of the ULFM Development
Board. In only nine short months,
we’ve become as good a student radio
station as any out there — I couldn’t have
done that without you. To all involved
in Cellar Door — | am truly sorry we
only managed one edition; the money

just wasn’t there for more. Keep the
concept in your hearts and someday you
will have your outlet. A massive thank
you goes out to the staff and sabbatical
officer of ULSU - it has been a joy to
work for and with you all, | wish you
the best of luck in the future.

Darragh Roche, though you have done
many things for this office already, and
are set to do much, much more, I want
to thank you, mainly, for always giving
me your honest opinion. For never
backing down, for always standing firm
in your beliefs, | admire you greatly. |
cannot wait to see what you will do
next year; you will truly be a force to
be reckoned with.

Jason Kennedy, you little rascal you.
Thank you for always making me smile
and for keeping me company. Be it UL
related or gossip related, you always
knew it before anyone else. | am truly
sorry that you never got the chance
to be CO, but I know you’re going

on to bigger and better things. Colm
Fitzgerald, you have been contributor,
News Editor, Comment Editor, Deputy
Editor, Presenter, Technical Manager,
co-op student and friend. Your advice,
hard work, and dedication has never
failed to amaze me. You are an amazing
person and you deserve everything
this world has to offer. I wish you and
Rachel all the best on Erasmus, and
I know you’ll do great things upon
your return. Aoife Kenny, my wife,
my friend. 1 don’t think | would have
survived the year without you. Thank
you for being there. Kevin O’Brien,
my fake husband, my best friend, thank
you for loving me. To all above, and
all 1 had no space to mention — thank
you from the bottom of my heart. I will
never forget any of you.

Kelly O’Brien
Editor



