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Hello and welcome to issue ten of An 
Focal. With only two issues left, I’m 
becoming increasingly melancholic 
in my editorials. Soon enough it 
will be April and I will be writing 
my last ever, a sad day indeed. Yet 
behind every dark cloud hides a star 
that shines bright. Change is always 
scary, but we need to embrace it in 
order to grow. If everything always 
stayed the same, nobody would ever 
get anywhere.
In the following few pages, you’ll 

find all the regular sections plus some 
post Charity Week specials. All in all, 
the ULSU collected over €10,000 for 
the chosen charities – TLC4CF, Rape 
Crisis Midwest, Brothers of Charity 
and Pieta House. The full count will 
be released this week. 
The total amount may even be closer 

to €20,000, but was too soon to tell at 
time of print. The week as a whole was 
undoubtedly a resounding success, 
with anti-social behaviour at an all-
time low. I’m sure a lot of you saw 
and heard the negative publicity being 
circulated by local and national press, 
most of it sparked by a handful of 
ever-disgruntled residents, but these 

reports were few, far between and, 
in many cases, inaccurate. A national 
paper published an image of a semi-
nude student who was participating in 
the Nearly Naked Mile. They coupled 
this with a short article about how UL 
students were going mad for ‘RAG’ 
week. Apart from the wild inaccuracy 
with the use of this outdated term, 
which the ULSU got rid of due to 
the bad connotations associated with 
using it, the semi-naked student was 
actually undertaking an organised 
and sponsored fundraiser. 
He was not ‘going mad’ and, what’s 

more, he had not even been drinking 
at the event. 
Another media outlet, local this time, 

had the audacity to badly misquote the 
Students’ Union, insult the efficiency 
of the organisation, and refuse to 
apologise for it. All this in an effort 
to over-dramatize, sensationalise, and 
misrepresent Charity Week. 
Perhaps my understanding of the 

media is idealistic, but I am appalled 
that supposedly reputable outlets such 
as the aforementioned would seek to 
report clear mistruths in a misguided 
effort to capitalize on the public’s 

view of the typical drunken student. 
All ranting aside, a few thank you’s 

are in order. Keith Quinlan, Events 
and Promotions Manager, was in 
charge of the whole week and was 
the driving force behind making it the 
success that it was. 
Paddy Kerley, photographer 

extraordinaire, was a godsend for the 
week by snapping pics of almost all 
the events taking place. This issue 
certainly wouldn’t be as colourful 
without him! Jack Brolly, serial An 
Focal contributor, was on hand to 
conduct interviews which you’ll 
find in the second part of this paper. 
I couldn’t have done it without you 
Jack! Massive thanks. 
Recognition also has to go to all 

money collectors, volunteers, and M 
and M’s. I hope that you didn’t get 
too much drunken abuse – you truly 
don’t deserve it. 
So that’s it from me, for the moment. 

Read on, reader, and enjoy!

Kelly O’Brien
Editor 
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1.	Contributors please note:

All submissions to An Focal are 
greatly valued. If you have submitted 
an article which has not been 
published in this issue, it is very likely 
that your piece has been retained for 
publication in future issues. If you are 
concerned that your article has not 
been published, please say so.

2.	Editing: 

If you are unhappy with how your 
article appeared in An Focal, 
please discuss this with the Editor.
A number of strict guidelines are 
followed in the production of An 
Focal, which means some articles may 
be altered to allow them to fit on the 
page and to improve readability.

E: sucommunications@ul.ie 
to contact the Editor.
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The Big Picture

UL students taking part in last week’s raft race. Image: Paddy Kerley.
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